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To the PrRoTEsTanT DisSENTERS at 
Edmonton and Tottenham High- 


croſs. 


My brethren, 


Have often reflected, with great ſatisfaction, 

upon the uninterrupted harmony which hath 
ſubfifted between us, through a courſe of many. 
years ; and always entertained a grateful ſenſe of 
the repeated kindneſſes which ] have received, 
from thoſe who are ſtill living, and from many 
who are fallen afſeep. 

The nature, and ſuddennef of my laſt diſor- 
der, were ſuch, that it hath not been in my power 
| to take my leave of you from the pulpit. But 
though the former relation between us no longer 
ſubfiſts, I continue earneſtly to deſire your welfare. 
Nor would any thing afford me greater ſatisfac- 
tion, (if my life ſhould be further prolonged) 
than to find you continually increafing in number, 
unanimity, and all ſpiritual atiainments. In or- 
der hereto, my earneſt prayer to Gop is, that 
your worthy Paſtor, (whoje aim and endeavour 
it is to recommend ſerious practical religion, as a 
matter of the laſt importance,) may meet with all 
deferable encouragement, and ſucceſs in bis mini- 
firations ; and that you may be his hope, his 


Joy, and crown of rejoycing, in the preſence of 
1 our 


4 
our LoxD Jesvus CHRIST, at his coming. 
1 7 beſſ. ii. 19. 
en perſons have very little proſpect of bei ng 

any . beneficial to the world, there is 
ſomething ſo agreeable in the thought, that life 
and uſefulneſs ſhall end together; that it ſeoms_ 
difficult not to deſire it may be our own caſe. But 
however, we certainly act the wijeſt part, when 
ave leave the providence of Gop to determine 
for us. 

' Tam at preſent capable of very Ii 'te ſervice, 
get the apprehenſion of being holy uſeleſs, ( while 
my rational faculties continue, thourh in a dimi- 
niſhed degree, would be very irkſome 14 A+ 2 
have therefore endeavoured, in what follows, to 


give the profeſſed diſciples of Jesvs ſome offiſt- 
ance and encouragement 1m the Chriſtian courſe, 
to eftabliſh their faith in the GospsL, and per- 
Reade them to behave in all things anſwerable to 
their honcurable profeſſion, and exalted hopes. 
I have had by me a rough draught of what is 
now publiſhed, for a e time; but it 
hath been only at ſome uncertain intervals that 1 
was capable of tranſcribing it. This — * 
Ino offer to the world, and more eſpecially to 
you, as a well-deſigned, though imperfect attempt 
to promote the cauſe of faith, and holineſs ; to diſ- 
countenance bigotry, or a fiiff adherence to pecu- 
har opinions; and to promote uni ver ſal charity a- 
mong mankind. | 
The confiderations here offered to publick view, 
are for the y part level with the capacities of 
| ordinary 
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ordinary Chriſtians ; and ſuch as have frequent 
ly been laid before them, in the public aſſemblies, 
or their private reading. And their plainneſs 
if at the Jame time they are matters of great 
importance) is fo far from being an objection 10 
them, that it is a recommendation of them ; nor 
can they be too frequently inculcated on the minds 
of men. I ſhall therefore make no other apology 
for this publication, than what the Apoſile made 
uſe of, in bis addreſs to the Philippians ; chap. 
iii. 1. To write the fame things to you, to me 
Indeed is not grievous, but for you it is fate, 
If theſe fincere, though defeftive endeavours, 
of advanced age, ſhould contribute any thing to 
revive declining religion; I ſhall not repent that 
I aſſumed the character of an occaſional monitor 
zo Jon, and others. 


Edmonton, March I. gamu el Sava 
1760. | ge. 
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VINDICATION of the GOSPEL. 


_— HOSE who make a erden of the 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, are nearly 
Be concerned to get a full and ſatis- 
factory conviction of mind, as to the truth 
of what they profeſs. It is difficult to ſup- 
poſe, that any who make uſe of their rea- 
ſonable powers, and acknowledge that Gop is 
the author of them, can be in doubt as to 
the poſſibrlity of a DIVINE REVELATION to the 
children of men. If we are capable of con- 
veying our ſentiments with ſufficient clearneſs 
to each other, by ſpeech, writing, or other 
figns ; there can be no reaſon to queſtion, whe- 
ther it is in the power of the FATHER of $PI- 
RITS to communicate his will to mankind, 
with ſuch full conviction, as ſhall leave them 
in no doubt about it. | 
The 


1 

The knowledge of language was immediately 
neceſſary to our firſt parents, becauſe it is in- 
conceivable how there could otherwiſe be any 
converſe between them; though in this the 
happineſs of mankind ſo much conſiſteth. They 
were not taught by experience which of the 
creatures were proper food for them, and yet 
the knowledge of this, and of other things, was 

neceſſary to their happineſs, immediately upon 
creation. But how ſhould they receive infor- 
mation, but by Divine REVELATION ? And if 
there is ſatisfactory evidence that there were 
ſuch inſtances, of a ſupernatural diſcovery of 
Gop's will; it muſt be a great abſurdity to de- 
ny the poſſibility of the thing. 

If we conſider the preſent lapſed fate of 
mankind, it will appear that they ſtand in need 
of a REVELATION from above, to inſtruct them 
in their duty, and conduct them to that happs- 
neſs, which is connected with a faithful diſ- 
charge of it. Nor were they without hopes, 
when they reflected upon the merciful nature, 
and parental kindneſs of Gop ; that he would 
ſhew a regard to the neceſſities of reaſonable 
creatures, in this reſpet, _ 

The BIBLE, (which is ſo called by way of 
eminence, and to diſtinguiſh it from all other 
books) doth not only profeſs to contain ſuch a 
REVELATION, but hath been entertained under 
that character, by many of the wiſeſt, and beſt 
of men, in the ſeveral ages of the world. ſince 
it was committed to writing; and carries in it 


ſuch 
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power; and at laſt was raiſed from 
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ſuch conoiction of its Weh, as cannot eaſily 
be withſtood. 5505 | 

We ate informed that Gov, obo at ſundry 
times, and in divers manners,  Jpake in time paſt 
70 the fathers, "by the Prophets; hath in theſe 
laſt days fpoken unto us by his SON ; whom be 


bath appointed heir of all things. Heb. i. 1, 2. 
He was that great Prophet ordained of Gop to 


publiſh his will to the children of men. No 


man, (faith St. John)] hath ſeen Gop at 4 


time, the only — don, abo 7s in the boſom of 
the FATHER, he hath declared bim. Jo. i. 18. 


_ Cnrrsr, that he might convince the Jeus how 
hazardous it was to reject him, aſſures them, 
that he bad fot ' ſpoken of himſelf; but the Fa. 


THER, who ſent him, gave him a commandment 
what be Huld ay, and what be frould peak. 
Jo. xii. 49. And certainly the NEW TEST A- 
MENT contains the moſt perfect, and finiſhed 
ſcheme for teſtoting true religion, and pro- 
moting human happineſs; that the world evet 

n 

The glad tidings of the Gp were firſt 
preache by the Sox of Gop, and fome of his 


þ var mb Deſciples, to the Jeus only; 


and after his aſcenſion, promulg ated by thoſe 


Dyſciples throngh the world. Our Savious, 
in confirmation of his doctrine, and undoubted 


miſſion from Gop, wrought many ſurprizing 
miracles, in the moſt publick manner, an 
ſuch as were never controuled by ppoſite 
de i ſtate of 
— ap 


[+3 
the dead, agterable to his own predictions, 
Afid indeed all thoſe —_ or characters of the 
Mrxs$14n; delivered the antient Prophets, 
united in CnxrsT, and were applicable to no 
other perſon. From theſe conſiderations, and 
many mote which might be mentioned, it will. 
appear altogether incredible, that he ſhould be 
a deceiver, and the author of a Falſe religion; 
vor that the Gop of TRUTEH ſhould apply the 
ſeal of heaven to an impoſtor. 
Our SAvIOUR, Who was intimately acquaint- 

- «with (he mind of hls FATHER; commiſ- 
fioned proper perſons to tranſmit the knowledge 
thercof, to all following ages: As my father, 
xp he) hath ſent me, even fo ſend I you. 

xx. 21. He ſent them not only to preach 
the glad tidings of ſalvation, but to record them 
for general uſe, to the end of time. Such is 
the precarious and fallible nature of tradition, 
that it is an inſtance both of divine wiſdom, and 
geodneſs, to commit the monuments of ſacred 
truths to writing. God did not fee fit, under 
the 0LD DISPENSAT10N, to traſt his laws to 
ſuch an vnceftain conveyance, as depended on- 
7 upon the memories, and fidelity of mankind. 

On the conttary, he inſcribed the TEx coM- 
MANDMENTsS upon two tables of fone, and 
ordamed that his other precepts, and inſtitut ions 
to his people ſhould be upon record, not only 
for the uſe of that generation; but of thoſe 
which ſhould ſucceed * 


1 And 


And the like method hath been obſerved by 
CHRIST JEsUs, with reſpect to the pen- men 
of the NE w TESTAMENT ; that all to whom 
that revelation ſhould be made known, might 
have a ſtanding rule or canon of faith, and 
practice, to which they ſhould appeal in all 
matters of moment. 

The $AcRED SCRIPTURES in general, and 
conſequently thoſe of the Apaſiles, and Evan- 
geliſts, were given by inſpiration of Gor. And 
though we are not able minutely to determine 
what meaſure or degree of ſupernatural affiſt- 
ance was neceſſary, in compoſing the different 

arts of SCRIPTURE ; yet thus far we may 
_ fafely conclude, that the ſacred writers were 

under ſuch a divine influence, as rendered their 
compoſitions a ſafe, and authentick rule to 
mankind; and that the aſſiſtance which they 
received, was proportioned to the nature of 
thoſe different ſubjects they treated of. 
Thoſe things which they could not diſcover 
by natural light, or former REVELATION; 
they muſt have received by the immediate ſug- 
geſtions of the Hol v GrosT. But as to other 
matters, which might be known without ſuch 
immediate REVELATION, it only ſeems neceſ- 
fary, that the Divine SIR IT ſhould fo far 

prefide over them, and direct their conduct in 
what they wrote; as not to ſuffer them to miſ- 
take, in what they delivered in the name of 


Gov. 
It 


Lal. 

It may be proper here to remark, that where 
any DIVINE REVELATION Was not only intend- 
ed for their uſe, to whom it was immediately 
communicated, but equally for the uſe of 
others : in that caſe, the perſon publiſhing it, 
was obliged to give ſome convincing proof, that 
he had a commiſſion from above, to deliver 
ſuch a meſſage. And we find that this was the 
caſe of the Apoſtles, who did not only confirm 
the doctrine which they preached, by many 
indiſputable miracles; but alſo communicated 
the like power to others, which CaRrisT had 
communicated to them. 

Though our Saviouk's ſtated attendants 
were generally illiterate men, though they had 
neither authority to inforce, nor influence to 
recommend the religion which they had em- 
braced; yet if we allow them the free uſe of 
their ſenſes, they muſt be as competent judges 
of thoſe facts, which they were eye and ear- 
witneſſes of, as any other perſons, Their low 
rank: or ſtation in the world, and want of a li- 
beral education, had'this advantage in their fa- 
vour ; that they could not with reaſon be ſuſ- 
pected of carrying on any ſucceſsful impoſture, 
when oppoſed by the combined forces of Jews 
and Gentiles, Nor could any thing be more 
agreeable to the rules of infinite wiſdom, than 
to make uſe of ſuch weak inſtruments in ſpread- 
ing the GosPEL ; ſince the ſurprizing efficacy 
and ſucceſs thereof would, from hence appear, 

to be the effect of a divine agency. 
| 1 It 
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If we canfider the moral cbaracter of the 
ſacred pen-men, it will appear that they were 
remarkable for integrity, and impartiality; as 

+ alfo that there was a moſt remarkable harmony 

and agreement in their ſeveral relations, with- 

out giving any grounds of ſuſpicion, that they 
previouſly combined together. It was a very 
genetal perſwaſion among the Jets, that the 
Muss An, whom they expected, would deliver 
them from the roman yoke ; and the diſciples 
for a time flattered themſelves with the like 
hopes. However, when theſe expectations 
were entirely defeated, and no proſpect of 
worldly advantage remained; they ſtil] perfiſt- 
ed in their teftimony, though at the expence of 
their lives. any ; Co On 
Mo are not indeed to ſyppoſe, that the Lox p 
of LIFE fent out theſe weak, though cher in- 
ſtruments, in their own ſtrength; on the con- 
trary, he cloathed them with a divine and irre- 
fiſtible power, for the diſcharge of their office; 
and their ſucceſs was a proof thereof. By ex- 
erciſing the miraculous gift of tongues, they ad- 
ded to the church, in one day, about three tbou- 
and fouls, Acts ii. 41. By virtue of thoſe ſu- 
pernatural powers, wherewith they were en- 
dowed, the GospEL was ſpread, in a few 

years, to a great part of the known world. 

CnRISTIANITV made no offers of earthly 
riches and preferments, but on the contrary, ex- 
foſed its profeffors to the contompt of ſome, 
and alice of other enemies. They had the au- 
i 5 „ thority 
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thority of the mighty, the capacities of the 
learned, the religious prejudices of Jeus and 
Gentiles ; as alſo the vicious practices of both 
to firuggle with: and yet under all theſe, feems« - 
ingly inſuperable, obſtructions, the GOSPEL, 
under their miniſtry, had a moſt amazing influ- 
ence on the hearts, and lives of men. 

From what hath been ſaid it appears, that 
the GosPEL of CHRIST, (and to this may be 
added the writings of Moſes, and the Prophets,) 
have ſtronger grounds of credibility, than any 
other ancient writings can boaſt of, Theſe re- 
cords therefore we profeſs to receiye as the 
laſt, and moſt complete publication of God's 
will to the children of men ; to which nothing 
ſhould be added, and from which nothing 
ſhould be taken away, fince they compriſe a 
perfect ſtandard of faith, and infallible rule of 
liſe: which rule we have a fair and exact tran- 
ſeript of, in the life of our Saviour. 


DI- 


8 * 
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DIRECTIONS, and MOTIVES, 


& 


2 
Thoſe who make a Profeſſion of CHRI- 
 -$TIANITY, to live in all Things an- 

ſwerable thereto, 


- 


— 


I. FXXKAF the CHRISTIAN RELIGION 7s 
1% of divine authority, (as I have en- 
i KK deavoured to prove,) nothing can 
recommend it more to our ſerious attention, or be 
a plainer proof of its importance to us. 

Though ſome of thoſe things which, as 
Cbriſtians, we are obliged to believe, in order 
to our future acceptance, were not diſcover- 
able by the light of nature; yet being revealed, 
they approve themſelves to the reaſon of man- 
kind. The religious principles compriſed in 
the GosPEL, give us the juſteſt, and moſt 
comprehenſive notions of the divine per fecti- 
ons; of the manner in which Gop may be 
worſhipped with acceptance ; and in what way 


we may be aſſured of his ſavour, through the 
only 


E 

only ME DIAToR. Theſe expoſe to our view 
the immenſe evil of /in, have the apteſt ten- 
dency to mend the heart, to reform the /ife, 
and govern our whole conduct, by the anima- 
ting hopes, and awful fears of things future, 
and unſeen. 

Thoſe practical duties, to which the Gos- 
PEL requires our conformity, are entirely agree- 
able to the divine perfections, and the pure 
dictates of our own minds. As they exalt and 
perfect our natures, ſo they do, in the moſt ef- 
fectual manner, advance our own, and ofbers 
chief happineſs. The po/itzve duties of our Re- 
ligion, are undoubted inſtances of ſupreme 
wiſdom, and goodneſs ; ſince they are apt means 
of eſtabliſhing the eternal laws of righteouſneſs, 
and of promoting inward piety. 

The motives and encouragements to behave a- 
greeable to our divine rule, are the moſt for- 
cible that can be imagined. Our heavenly 
MAs TER, who hath communicated to us the 
will of his FATHER, had all thoſe qualificati- 
ons, which demand our attention to, and com- 
pliance with his inſtructions; for he was a 
Teacher ſent by Gop, and commiſſioned: by 
him. He aſſures us of the availableneſs of true 
repentance, lays before us the offers of divine 
aſſiſtance, and the promiſes of an everlaſting re- 
compence, to all that believe in him as the pro- 
miſed SAv1ouR, and who live anſwerable to 
that belief. 


The 
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The Gosp EL is a rich treaſury of divine 
knowledge, from whence we may continually 
derive inſtruction, in matters which moſt near- 
ty concern us. Here we are acquainted with 
the ways of zntercourſe between the 80 PREME 
BE 1NG, and his adopted children; with their va- 
rious 7emptations, ſpiritual maladies, and divine 
aids. In the sacxty werTINGs, we have the 

main circumſtances of the true Chriſtiaus war- 

fare, and the ſeveral varieties of his cafe, and 
experience, ſptead before us. From theſe, and 
other conſiderations of the like nature, the ex. 
cellenre, and importance of the CHRISTIAN RE 
VEL ATION muſt appear. 

But ſuch conſiderations will manifeſtly ſug- 
geſt to us the danger of rejecting it. Out 8A. 
viour, ſpeaking of the Jus, faith: I had 
of come, and ſpoken unto them, they had not had 
Jn; but now they have no cloke for their fin. 
Jo: xv. 22, We have various othet paſſages 
of the like import, forme of which I hall men- 
tion. The author of the epiſtle to the He- 


' brows, addreſſeth them in tlie following man- 


der: F. the zoord ſpoten by angels was Nedfaſt, 
and oY, tranſgreſfion, and diſobruience, re 
ceived a juſt reconpente f reward; bw Fall 
«we eſcape, if we nitgle# ſo gre of ſalvation, 
which at the firſt Ma fo 2 7 Jppren Ey the 
LoRD, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him? Heb. it. 2, 3. And again, chap. 
xii. 25. Sce then that ye refuſe not him that 
fheaketh, for if zhey W not, who refuſed 


in 


„ 
bim that fpake on earth; much more ſhall not 
we eſcape, if we turn away from him that * 
eth from heaven. 

Thus having proved the excellence, and 
importance of the CHRISTIAN REVELATION, it 

is a natural inference, that thoſe who enjoy it, 

ſhould acknowledge the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs 
of Gop therein. But to this it hath been 
« oObjected, by ſome who are averſe to ſubmit 
« to Cnr1sT's yoke, that the light of nature 
« is of itſelf ſufficient to inſtruct mankind in 
ce the Ani Age, and direct them in the prar- 
t fice of their duty; and conſequently that a 
&® ſypernatural revelation 1; not of that neceſſity, 
or advantage, as many pretend,” 

In replying to this objection, it will be pro- 

per to conſider what the general ſtate of the 
Heathen world, 'as to religious matters, bath 
always been, aid ſtill continues to be; to far 
as 57 ifory, and experience inform us. * And then 
to compare it with that of Chriſtians. 
We may eaſily judge what abſurd notions 
the Heatbens entertained of the divine nature, 
by the multiplicity of fititions Gods, to which 
they paid their adorations; and the groſs 21ms- 
ralities which they imputed to them. And to 
this we may add the JOE impure, and 
inbuman rites, which attended their werſbip. 

The Apoſele Paul, at his entrance upon the 
Epiſtle to 155 Romans, informs us that the Gen. 
tiles changed the glory of the uncorruptible GoD, _ 
into an image made like to corruptible man, and 
2 70 
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to birds, and four-footed beaſts, and creeping 
things. To this account he adds, that hey 
worſhipped and ſerved the creature, more than 
the CREATOR, who tis bleſſed for ever. Rom. 
1. 23. 25. It was for this cauſe that Gop 
gave them up to vile affections, ſo that they 
were ſunk. into the very dregs of corruption ; as 
appears by that black catalogue of vices, which 
the Apoſtle lays to their charge. And no won- 
der that they ſhould readily allow themſelves 
in the practice of thoſe iniquities, which they 
aſcribed even to their Gods. The ſame Apoſtle, 
in another place, informs us, that they had 
ther undenſtandings darkened, being alienated 
from the life of Gop, through the ignorance that 
is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their hearts. 
Who being paſt feeling, have given themſelves 
over to laſciviouſneſs, to work all r with 
 greedineſs. Eph. iv. 18, 19. 

If we eonſult the tiftory, and experience of 
later times, we ſhall find that the ſtate of the 
 beathen World is much the ſame, as heretofore. 
Inconfideration, the influence of bad education, 
and corrupt examples, have ſtrangely obſcured 
the light of mens minds; ſo that the impreſ— 
ſions of right and wrong, like the inſcriptions 
upon ſome antient monuments, are almolt de- 

aced and worn out. 

Though ſome men of exalted minds, among 
the Philoſophers, were convinced of, and endea- 
voured in ſome meafure to reform the groſs er- 


rors of the wultitude ; 7 it was attended with 
little 


t 

little effect: ſince thoſe very reformers out- 
wardly complied with that idolatrous Worſhip, 
which they /ecretly condemned. And if our 
lot had been caſt where the light of revelation 
never ſhone, what aſſurance have we, that we 
ſhould not have been involved in the like ig- 
norance, ſuperſtition, and criminal practices 
with others ? 

But how different, how much more defirable 
is the condition of thoſe, who live in the midſt 
of GosPEL light! The appointed SAviouR of 
mankind came into this lower world, to com- 
municate the knowledge of the only true Gop ; 
and inform us how he is to be worſhipped in an 
acceptable manner, He came to preſcribe a 
complete rule of conduct, and place before us 
an unerring example in his own perſon. He 
came to give us the fulleſt aſſurances of that divine 
- aſſiſtance, which is proportioned to the wants, 
and difficulties of the chriſtian ſtate. And to 

_ eſtabliſh our hopes of all deſirable bleſſings for 

| time, and eternity; be hath given himſelf a ran- 
ſom for us, bath loved us, and waſhed us from 
our fins in bis own blood ; and is become our 
powerful advocate with the father. 

Whatever ſome may imagine, it is no mean 
privilege to be members of CnrisT's viſible 
church, and candidates for an immortal crown 
of glory. How thankful then ſhould we be to 
the FATHER oF MERCIES, that we were born 
in a land of light, entered by Baptiſm into 


CakisT's family, early inſtructed in the prin- 
2 ciples, 


1 
ciples, and duties of our religion; and that hi- 
therto we have enjoyed the unſpeakable advan- 
tages of Gop's houſe, and ordinances. Thoſe 
words of our SAVIOUR, which were directed to 
Bis immediate Diſciples, are alſo applicable to us: 
Bleſjed are your eyes, for they ſee ; and your ears, 
for they hear; jor verily ] ſay unto you, that many 
Prophets, and righteous men have deſired to ſee 
hoſe things which ye fee, and have not ſeen 
them ; and to bear theje things which ye bear, 
and have not beard alem. Mat. xi, 1 6, 17, 
“ But to what hath been ſaid of the impor- 
& tance and excellence of the CHRISTIAN Re- 
$.VELATION, and the diftinguiſhing goodneſs 
« of Gop to thoſe who enjoy it; ſome Eve 
& objected, that it would be a great reflection 
es upon the impartiality of the Diving BIN, 
« to ſuppoſe that he hath made a REVEL At10N 
«< of fuch importance, and neceſſity, as is pre- 
dc tended, only to a ſmall part of mankind ; 
ct and denied it to a far greater number: though 
oo they ſtand in the ſame relation to him, and 
& in appearance have as much need of it.” 
In anſwer to this objection, it will be ne⸗ 
ceſſary, 
1 ſhow how we are to judge of God's im- 
fartiality, in bis dealings with mankind ; and 
herein it doth, or doth not conſiſt; 
He is the Proprietor of mankind, 0 con- 
fidered as ſuch, hath an uncontroulable right to 
diſpoſe of all perſons, and allot to each their 
different an and condition in the preſent 
life, 
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life, agrecable to the powers which he hath 
given them, and to the rectitude of his own na- 
ture. ; 

Some are born to large eſtates, advanced to 
honourable employments, have pregnant parts, 
or confirmed health; while others are depri- 
ved of theſe advantages. One enjoys many 
ſpiritual helps, and opportunities, was born of 
Chriſtian parents, and trained up in the pure 
Worſhip of Gop; but the reverſe of this, is the 
caſe of many. In theſe, and the like inſtan- | 
ces, the Divine BEING may diſtribute his fa- 
vours to whom, or in what proportion he plea- 

ſeth; without injury to any. He hath laid 
himſelf under no obligation by promiſe, or co- 
venant to confer his benefits on all, in an equal 
degree; nor is it conceivable how the preſent 

condition of mankind could admit of ſuch a 
diſtribution. 

And if this is the caſe with reſpect to exter- 
nal bleſſings, both of a temporal, and ſpiritu- 
al nature; if they are alike undeſerved by a/l, 

and not abſolutely promiſed to any; Gop can- 
not be chargeable with partiality, (in the ſenſe 
of the objectors,) for having made known the 
GosPEL to ſome, and not to others; though 
they are alike his offspring. 

It we would form a juſt judgment of Gop's 
impartiality, as it reſpects his dealings with 
mankind ; we muſt take in the whole extent 
of their exiſtence; and not ſtop ſhort, till we 
arrive at the final i ſue of things. If we obſerve 

„ this 
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this rule, it will plainly appear, that in the di- 
ſtribution of future rewards and puniſhments, 
Goy will not act by abſolute will, or mere pre- 
rogative ; but agreeable to eſtabliſhed laws, and 
declared conditions. Final rewards, and pun- 
iſhments, therefore, are to be conſidered as 
legal diſtributions, to which Gop hath been 
pleaſed to oblige himſelf, And when this 
ſtate of probation comes to a period, and that 
of retribution takes place; we may aſſure our- 
ſelves that be judge of all the earth will do right. 
— But as a further anſwer to the foregoing ob- 
jection, I ſhall add, 

2. Though ſuch as enjoy a written REVELA- 
TION, are privileged above others; yet it doth 
not felljyw from hence, that theſe who are deſti- 
tute of ſuch a REVELATION, are on that ac- 
count deprived of the. neeeſary means of Jeans 


tion. 
The /aw of nature is the law of Gop, it is 


a ; univerſal rule to mankind ; and a conformity- 
to it, will recommend perſons to the divine ac- 
ceptance. When mankind had, by the pre- 
valence of luſt, obſcured the light of reaſon ; 
it was the deſign of CyR1sTIANITY to revive 
the knowledge of, and urge obedience t that 
original law of our natures ; by motives drawn - 
from the aſtoniſhing love of Gop, in CHRIST 
Pens our LoR p. 
Though a great part of the world have ne- 
ver heard of CHRIST, we are: not therefore to 


conclude, that they have no benęſit by his un 
dertakings. 
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dertakings. Some perſons indeed have not 
ſcrupled to exclude the heathen nations from all 
well-grounded hopes of the divine acceptance. 
And if there was any ſufficient foundation for 
ſuch a ſevere ſentence, I ſhould be at a loſs to 
anſwer the objection of thoſe, who charge Gop 
with partiality. But this, I apprehend, is far 
from being the caſe. Our bleſſed Saviour's 
| undertakings had a more exten/rve reach, than 
ſome are willing to allow, We are informed, 
by the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
that CHRIST, for the ſufferings of death, was 
crowned with glory, and honour, that he, by the 
grace of Gop, might taſte death for every man. 
Heb. ii. 9. And St. 7obn aſſures us, that he 7s 
the propitiation for our ins, and not for ours 
only, but for the fins of the whale world. 1 Jo. 
ii. 2. After theſe, and other declarations of 
the like kind, it would be exceeding raſh in 
us, to defiounce a ſentence of condemnation upon 
the Heathens in general ; unleſs it could be 
made manifeſt that none ſuch do lincerely i- 
prove that imperfect light, which they enjoy. 

It may help to illuſtrate the ſubject, if we 
conſider the caſe of ſome perſons, who lived 
before there was any written REVELATION ; 
and what is declared concerning them in sa- 

CRED WRIT. 
Ihe character which the ſearcher of hearts 
gave of Job, is this: That he was a perfect, 
_ upright 1 255 ; fearing Gopb, and eſchewing 
evil, Job i. 8. Melchizegek, though under 
the 
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the fame imperfect diſpenſation, is ſtiled 2 
Prigſ of the moſt high Gop. And the rigbteous 


foul of Lot was vexed from day to day, with the 
filthy converſation, and unlawful deeds of the in- 


habitants of Sodom. 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8. What mea- 
ſure of light theſe perſons, and others of the 


like character, might derive from tradition, or 
ſupernatural communication; we know not. 


owever it ſufficiently appears, though they 
enjoyed no written REVELATION, that they 
were worthippers of the true Gor; and as 
ſuch, had plain marks and indications of his 


2 ohr. 


That REvELATIONs, by dreams, and vifons, 


were not unuſual in thoſe darker times; doth 


not only appear from what 1s related of the Pa- 
zriarchs, but alſo of others. Eliphaz declares 
his own experience, as to ſuch ſupernatural 
diſcoveries : 7 iv. 12. and following verſes. 
God (faith Elibu) jpeaketh once, yea twice, yet 
man perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a viſion 
of the night, when deep fleep falleth upon men, 
in ſlumberings upon the bed; then he openeth the 
ears of men, and ſealeth their inſtruction. Job 
xxxiii. 14, 1 5, 16. Abrmelech, the king of 
Paleſtine, was informed, from the concurring 
teſtimony of Abraham and Sarab, that they 
were brother and ſiſter. Under this apprehen- 
fion he ſent, and took Sarah into his houſe; 
probably with a view, upon a further ac waint 
ance, to marry her. But being admoniſhed in 
a dream De” ſhe was Abraham's wife, and 
charged 


H N 
charged to reſtore. her to him; he pleaded the 
innocence of his intention, and readily obeyed 
the divine command. Gen. xx. at the beginning. 
It appears from the inſtances which I have 
mentioned, as well as from the perfect know- 
ledge of Gop; that he hath a free and immedi- 
ate acceſs to our ſpirits, and various ways of ma- 
| nifeſting his will to us, in order to our compli - 
ance therewith. I am perſwaded that in this 
ſtate of trial, all men have at ſome ſeaſons, 
(either in an extraordinary manner, or by or- 


 dinary means and helps, ) ſuch ſtrong and live- 


ly impreſſions with reſpect to in, and duty ; as 
will recommend them to the divine favout, if 
complied with; or render them inexcuſable, if 
rejected. And if this is the caſe, the common 
parent of mankind will be wholly vindicated; 
and their ruin, who CO maſt lie at their 
own doors. 

But it is ſuppoſed, in the objection which I 
am conſidering, that if a written REVELA- 
& TION is neceflary for one part of mankind, 


d it is equally neceſſary for a; and conſe- 


* quently that the common parent of the hu- 
man race muſt act partinliy, in granting it to 
« ſome, and denying it to others. 

But it cannot be proved that ſuch a Revi- 
LATION is of like 7ecef/ity to all. The contra- 
ty opinion hath a far greater appearance of truth, 
if we conſider the different wants of mankind, 

and how much more the characters and im- 
1 of the law of nature were defaced 
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many, on account of the contracted blindneſs 
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among ſome nations, and people, than net 


others. 


Many ages bad elapſed, before we have any 
account of idolatrous Worſhip ; and while man- 
kind only acknowledged the onz TRUE Gop, 
there was leſs occaſion for any publick Rt ve- 
LATION. When Tavlatry found admittance in 
ſome places, yet fince the greater part renoun- 
ced it; the Divine Being ſtill ſaw fit to leave 
mankind to the light of their own minds, to 
the good examples of his faithful worſhippers, 


and ſome occaſional REVELATIONS to particu- 


lar perſons. But when the Worſhip of firange 
Gods overſpread the earth, as a mighty deluge ; 
the 80VEREIGN RULER, by the choice of A- 


-brabam's family, raiſed up to ” himſelf a people, 
in order to reſtore true religion; and afterward 


gave them a WRITTEN REVELATION, one 
N deſign of which was to guard them 

inſt the ſervice of fictitious Deities, And 
this was at laſt more fully effected by the Gos- 
PEL of CHRIS r. From theſe confiderations it 
appears, that Gop, in the diſcoveries of his 
will to mankind, hath manifeſted a regard to 
their particular wants. 

If any ſhould further argue, from the ber- 
fection of the law of nature, that there can be 
no occaſion for any WRITTEN REVELATION, 


as to moral duties; I reply, that a law or rule 


may be abſolutely good and perfect, conſidered 
in itſelf; and yet it may become inſaicient to 


of 
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of their minds, and perverſeneſs of their wills. 


Though the law of nature is a direct appeal to 
mens reaſon, and conſciences, however, it is not 
the mere power of reaſon, but the exerciſe of 
that power which muſt diſcover truth and duty; 
and together with this, there muſt be a good 
degree of reſolution, to overcome oppoſing 
temptations. Experience is a ſtanding proof, 
that men may as eftectually blind their minds 
by wilful ignorance, early prejudice, and a 
compliance with vicious propenſities; as they 
may cloſe their eyes againſt the light of the ſun, 
in its greateſt ſplendor. = 
I have often been ſurprized, that ſome who 
make great allowances for the ignorance, pre- 
judices, and vicious propenſities of many who 
are privileged with the diſtinguiſhed light of the 
GOSPEL ; ſhould paſs ſuch a ſevere judgment 
on thoſe who never enjoyed that light! Is it 
not ſtrange, that any ſhould imagine they did 
honour to the divine government, by limiting 
and confining Gop's mercy to a ſmall part of 
the human race ! | 
It is true, we find frequent, and * decla- 
rations, in the NEW TESTAMENT, as to the 
neceſſity of faith in CHRIST, the promiſed 
SAviouR. This Faith is therefore repreſented 
as the ground of mens hopes of final acceptance, 
and ſalvation. But it ſhould be conſidered, 
that what is declared to be of ſuch neceſlity, 
can only reſpect thoſe perſons who have had an 
opportunity of acquainting themſelves with the 
M2 Gos- 


E 

GosrrL of cux 187 ; becauſe a being of per- 
fect righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and truth, can 
never be ſuppoſed to judge any part of man - 
kind by a /aw, which they had no opportunity 
of being acquainted with. To ſuch we may 

ply the words of the Apoſilè' Paul : Rom. x. 
14. How hall they call on him, in whom they 
have not believed? and how fhall they believe in 
him, of whom they have not heard? ? and how. 
ſhall they hear, without a. preacher ? and how. 
Shall they Poet] except they be ſent 2 

If we attend to the confiderations which 
"ike been mentioned, it- wilt appear, that the 
heathen World are not left deſtitute of the ne- 


cebſſaty means of falvation ; and that the Loo 


of the harveſt doth not expect to reap, where 
he hath not ſowed. No doubt the righteous 
JuDGE bf all will make a favourable allowance 
for the unavoidable diſadvantages thoſe lie un- 
der, who have no RT written _ to con- 
ſult. 

So is olualhy more backwaxd to 2 
hoe: at preſent, for their offences; who have 
no other helps than what ariſe from natural 
ght, or the contemplation of his works of cre= 
ation, and providence : than ſuch as have en- 
joyed fuller diſcoveries of his will. On this 
account he is repreſented as wwinking, or con- 
niving at the times of ignorance. 

I em perſwaded, that ſuch a good 254 boneſt 
diſpoſition, in Heathens, as wouldprevail upon 
n in earneſt to — Chriſtianity, if fairly 

Pro- 
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propoſed to them; will, for the ſake of the 
great REDEEMER, - recommend them to the 
divine acceptance. And in conſequence of that 
acceptance, they will be rewarded with a bap- 
pinefs of the like nature, though not in hs 
ſame degree with that of Chri/lians, who have 
lived up to their fuperior advantages. The 
word of truth teſtifies, that Gop: is no reſpecter 
of perſons, but in every nation be that feareth 
ham, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
Him. Acts x. 34, 35. 

If a written REVELATION is not of like ne- 
cCeſſity to all, (as hath been ſhewn,) it is na 
proof of Gow's partiality, that he hath given 
it to ſome, and with-held it from others. And 
it may be added, as a further vindication of the 
divine providence, 

That the Gospl hath been preached to great 
numbers, in different parts of the world where 
thoſe who profeſſed it, are deprived of that pri- 
vilege, for not living anſwerable to it. This 
was remarkably the cafe of the ſeven famous 
churches in Aſia, to whom St. Fob writes. In 
his addreſs to that of Epheſus, he gives the fol- 
lowing warning: Rev. ii. 4, 5. I baue ſomewbat 
againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. 
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do the firſt works ; or elſe I wall 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Cam 
en out of bis place, except than repent. 
But we may conclude from the event, that 

the Gocatuling was executed, and the _— 
ic 
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ſtick removed, not only from Epheſus, and the 
other fix. churches, but from many more which 
are not mentioned; and at preſent there are va- 
rious branches of the 7 urkiſh Empire, which 


once acknowledged the GosPEL,' as the only 


rule of their faith, worſhip, and practice. 
Andi s it at all ſtrange, or can it be any re- 
flection on the impartiality of the Driving BER 
ING, that he ſhould withdraw an inexpreſſible 
privilege, when ſo ſhamefully undervalued, 
miſimproved, and forfeited ? or that he let out 
his vineyard to other buſbandmen, who ſhould ren- 
der its fruits in their ſcaſon? 
All that I ſhall add, to what hath been ad 
concerning the ſtate of the Heathens, is this; 
that though ſuch of them who act agreeable to 
their imperfect light, have good grounds of 
hope as to the favour of Gop; yet much greater 
knowledge and improvements. are expected 
from thoſe, who live in the midſt of GospEL. 
light. And indeed this is the only ſatisfactory 
proof of our fincer:ity, that our improvements 
bear ſome ſuitable proportion to the advantages 


we enjoy. It was our SaviouR's obſervation, 


to which the reaſon of mankind gives a ready al 
ſent; that anto whomſoever much Js given, of 
him much ſhall be required. If the GosPEL is. 
an unſpeakable \ bleſſing to the world, (and ſuch 


it certainly is ;) it ſhould be readily entertained 


by all who are, or may be acquainted with the 
joyful tydings contained therein. Thoſe there- 


fore who — their belief of the GospEL, 
cer- 
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certainly owe a conformity to it; fince nothing 
hath been wanting, on Gop's part, to confirm 
their faith in it, or encourage their obedzence to 
it. The ſame appeal may be made to us, which 
was of old made to the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem, and men of Judah : Judge, I pray you, 
Between me and my vineyard ; what could have 
been done more to my vi neyard, that I have not 
done in it? Iſa. v. 3, 4. 

2. If the writings of the OLD and New Tes- 
TAMENT are of divine authority, and of ſuch 
mighty importance, thoſe who enjoy them, SHOULD 
BE WELL ACQUAINTED. THEREWITH ; AND 
IN ORDER TO IT, MAKE THEM THEIR FRE=- 
QUENT STUDY. 

It is a ſelf- evident propoſition, that we ought 
not to be wilfully ignorant of thoſe truths, 
which are of the neareſt concernment to us; 
and conſequently not of the wokD of Gop, 
which is the word of truth. This was the 
very end for which the DIvIxE oRACLES were 
committed i in truſt to us, that we might acquire 
a competent knowledge of them; in order to 
engage our faith, and regulate our practical 
conduct. All thoſe articles of faith which are 
there delivered as of neceſſity to ſalvation, are 
| undoubtedly to be be/zeved by us. And the 
precepts or rules of life required under the like 
neceſſity, muſt be practiſed, in order to our ac- 
ceptance. It is evident therefore, that we can- 
not with ſafety be ignorant of theſe things. 
And yet I fear, ſome prof ing Chriſtians are 
inclined to exclude the Heatiens from all hopes 
of 
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of ſalvation, becauſe unavoidably ignorant of 
that divine rule, which they enjoy; but never 
took pains to acquaint themſelves with, This 
was the very caſe of the Jews, with reſpect to 
the Gentile world. The Scribes, who were the 
teachers and ' interpreters of the L Aw, and as 
ſoch ſhould have had a perfect underſtanding 
| therein, had a woe denounced againſt them for 
taking away the key of knowledge, and ſhutting 
up the kingdom of heaven againſt men; neither 
going in themſelves, nor ſuffering theſe that were 
entering, io go in. Under a pretence of under- 
ſtanding, and explaining the pivix r oRACLES, 
They pervetted their meaning; and by leading 
mankind into miſtakes about them, they hin- 
dered many from embracing the CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE, Who otherwiſe ſeemed well diſ- 
poled to it. N | 
* The romiſh church, for many political ends, 
denies the laity a liberty of reading the Sckip- 
TURES, in a language which they underſtand. 
And, no doubt, it is a very proper method to 
ſecure that blind obedience, which is the great 
ſupport of their cauſe, But this pretended au- 
thotity, is a moſt daring affront to the ſole Law- 
Liver of his Church, and an inſtance of ſhock- 
ing cruelty to the ſouls of men. And ſhall any 
| "perſons, who complain of this ufurped power, 
and plead their right to an acquaintance with 
the revealed wir. of God ; deny themſelves 
the enjoyment of that ineſtimable privilege; as 
If thelt Biba like ſome other pieces of fur- 


% 
-. 
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niture, were defigned more for or nanient, than 
uſe, | 


If the authority of the DbIVIx E BEING is of 
any weight with us, we have his expreſs com- 
mand, to get a familiar acquaintance With his 
REVEALED WILL. This was urged with great 
earneſtneſs upon his antient people : : Heul. vi. 
6, 7. Theſe words, which J command thee this 
day, ſhall be in thy heart, and thou ſhalt teath 
them diligently unto thy children, and alt talk 
of them when thou fitte/t in thy houſe, and when 
thou walkeſs by the way, when thou lieft down, and 
when thou 22 up. The like charge we meet 
with Toſh. i. 8. This BOOK of the Law hall 
not depart out of thy mouth, but thou fhalf mes 
ditate therein day and night ; that ok mayeſt obs 
JOE. to db according to all that ts writthh theres 
# then thou ſhalt make thy way proſperò uy, 
Mt il ſhalt thou have good facteſs. © © 
It is mentioned as a ſingular privilege of f the 
Ferws, that to them were committed the ORA LES 
of Gor, And though their prejudices led 
them into great miſtakes, as to the ehe of 
them; yet they were ſcrupulouſly exact in the 
cuſtody of thoſe writings, made them their 
continual ſtudy, and early inſtructed their chits 
dren in the knowledge thereof. The royal 
Fſalmiſt informs us, P/al, cxix. 23, 24. that 
his practice was to meditate in Gob's STA 
Ur Es, that tbey were bis delight, and his 
counſelors. "Nay he adds, *P/zl. xix. 10. that 
they wete ore 70 bt ” fred than gold, yea _ 
muc 
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much fine gold; ſweeter a ifo than ney , and the 
bhoney- comb. 
The ſtudy of theſe sAcRRED ORACLES, Was 
what our bleſſed Saviour recommended to his 
followers, and to all who were inclined to em- 
brace his religion: Search the SCRIPTURES, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, (i. e. a 
rule to direct you in the way to it;) and they 
 Feſitfy of me. Jo. v. 39. The exhortation of the 
| Apoſtle Paul to the Coloſſians, was that the wok p 
of CnRIS T might dwell in them richly, in all 
wiſdom. Col. iii. 16. And there is great reaſon 
to preſs this duty upon the diſciples of Jeſus, 
becauſe the GosPEL contains the word of life, 
and is the the power of God unto ſalvation, 70 
every one that believeth. It is ſpoken in com- 
mendation of Timothy, that he had Enown the 
SCRIPTURES from his youth. Apollos is men- 
tioned with honour, becauſe he was mighty in 
Zhe SCRIPTURES; which is a plain intimation, 
that thoſe Mritings were their frequent ſtudy. 
Religion is an act of the underſtanding, and as 
knowledge in general is neceſſary to Religion, 
the knowledge of the sAcRED SCRIPTURES is 
ſo in a peculiar manner to thoſe, who conſider 
them as a ſtanding REVELATION of the will of 
Gop to mankind. | 
So great was the eſteem OE the primitive 
Chriſtians expreſſed for their BIBLES, that 
they choſe to ſuffer martyrdom, rather than de- 
liver up that ſacred treaſure. Or if any, to 


ſave their lives, were prevailed upon to part 
i with 
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with it, they were accounted traitors to CHRIST 
and his cauſe. It is a melancholly conſidera- 
tion therefore, that, in our days, books of mere 
amuſement, and too often ſuch as have a direct 
tendency to debauch the mind, and diſſipate all 
ſerious thoughts; are ſpread with the greateſt 
induſtry, and read with the keeneſt appetite: 
while the worD oF LIFE is laid aſide, as a 
thing out of date. 
But whatever may be the conduct of others, 
let us conſider it as our plain and undoubted du- 
ty, and privilege, to make theſe SACRED ORA- 
CLES our frequent entertainment. The advan- 
tages ariſing from a faithful uſe thereof, are 
very conſiderable ; The Law of the Loxp is 
Perfect, converting the ſoul. The TESTIMONY 
of the LoRD is ſure, making wiſe. the ſimple. 
The STATUTES of the LoRD are right, re- 
jorcing the heart, The COMMANDMENT of the 
LoRD is pure, enlightening the eyes. Pal. xix. 
7, 8. All SCRIPTURE 7s given by inſpiration 
of Gor, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for inſtruction in righte= 
ouſneſs ; that the man of Gop may be perfecs, 
' throughly furniſhed to all good works. 2 Tim. lit, 
16, 1 
1 Fe theſe writings of the OLD and 
New TrsrAMENr, our firſt deſign ſhould, be 
to diſcover the ſenſe and meaning of them; for 
ſo far as we are ignorant thereof, they can be 
of no uſe to us. It was a proper queſtion 
which Philip propoſed to the Eunuch, when he 
E 2 | found 


1 
found him reading ſome of T/ateb's propheſics: 
Underſtandeſi thou what thou readeſt? And it 
was a fuitable conduct in him to acknowledge 
his ignorance, and deſire inſtruction. Acts viii, 

26. This inſtance ſhews what obligations 
mankind are under to make uſe of all helps, in 
order to underſtand what they read. And we 
may further obſerve, from the inſtance before 
us, Gop's readineſs, even by unexpected, and 

extraordinary methods, to enlighten their 
minds, who are of a humble, and teachable 
diſpoſition, Fo 
If we would-be ſucceſsful in our enquiries 
as to the meaning of $CRIPTURE, we are con- 
cerned to approach this treaſury of divine learn- 
ing with the utmoſt reverence, conſidering it as 
the word of Gop, and the inſtrument of our 
_ ſalvation. A proper regard ſhould be ſhewed 
to the inſtructions of Fallible men, when they 
Gncerely | endeavour to explain the mind of 
Gon; but ſince they may, after their fulleſt 
enquiries, be chargable with ſome errors, and 
inſtrumental in leading others into the like er- 
rors: we are to call no man maſier on earth, but 
cordially to embrace, and entirely reſt our ſouls 
upon that rule which he hath given us, who 
neither can deceive, nor be deceived. | 
The early. prejudices of education, and an 
undue reyerence for the peculier ſentiments of 
great Names, have often led perſons blind: fold 
into dangerous miſtakes. If we earneſtly deſire 
to find things true, before we have proved them 
x 10 
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t be ſo, under an apprehenſion that they would 

be favourable to our corrupt inclinations ; this 

deſire tends to fix the ſtrongeſt bias on our 

minds, and lead us quite wide of that mark, 

which ſhould be our principal aim. Vicious 

propenſities too often accompany, and blend 
themſelves with mens religious enquiries; and 
when that is the caſe, ſuch propenſities will 

not fail to warp the judgment, and hinder them. 
from diſcovering the truth; or from receiving 

it, when diſcovered, And this ſhews, with 
what impartiality, and fincerity we ſhould en- 
deavour to know the mind of Gop. 

And as we ſhould be deſirous of underſtand- 
ing the true ſenſe of SCRIPTURE, fo it ought 
to be our ſteady aim, by cloſe attention to, and 
meditation pon what we read; to get our 
hearts ſuitably impreſſed by it, that it may have 
its genuine. effect and influence, In order here- 
to, when we are entering upon this duty, let 
us earneſtly implore the DVI E BEING, that 
he would open the eyes of our underſtandings, 
and influence the other powers of our ſouls, 
ſo as to increaſe our knowledge of ſacred truths. 
This was the practice of the royal Eſalmilt, 
and deſerves our imitation : Open thou mine 
eyes, that I may bebold wongrous things out of 
thy Law. Make me to underſtand the way of 
thy PRECEPTS, ſo ſhall I talk of thy wondrous 
works, Teach me the way of thy STATUTES, 
and I ſhall keep it n the end. Pſal cxix, 18. 


27. 33. 
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If mankind were to act in this manner, and 
not bewilder themſelves with matters of mere 
Speculation, or allowed difficulty; they would, 
in the uſe of appointed means, and by the pro- 
miſed aids of the pivINE $PIRIT, acquire a 
competent knowledge of their rule. 1 have 
long been perſwaded, that moſt of thoſe con- 
troverſies, which have ſo much perplexed the 
minds, diſturbed the peace, and inflamed the 
paſſions of ordinary Chri/tzans ; have been prin- 
cipally owing to ſeveral points advanced by men 
of learning, and influence, upon very uncertain 
and inſufficient grounds. I would therefore 
adviſe ſuch Chri/tzans, to give their chief at- 
tention to thoſe parts of 8AcRED WRIT, which 
contain the neceſſary articles of faith, and the 
plain rules of /fe, in their different ſtations, 
and relations. It is by no means expected, that 
ſuch as I am ſpeaking of, ſhould be-curious a- 
bout matters of a critical nature, or ſhew much 
regard to any bold conjectures about thoſe my/- 
teries, which Gop hath ſeen fit, at preſent, to 
hide from mortal view. | 
Another direction, and gies, if you 
would anſwer your obligations as Chriſtians ; 
is TO CONSIDER THE SCRIPTURES AS A RULE 
OF PRACTICE, NO LESS TYAN A RULE or 
AIT. | 
I am not ſpeaking of the CEREMONIAL 
LAW, which was a rule of practice to the 
Jews; but the precepts of the Moral Law, 


* thoſe peſts live Inſlituttons, which are re- 
* 


* 
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uired by the GOSPEL. Practice is the end 
of faith, and a faith void of correſpondent 
practice, is of no avail. , Nor is it poflible for 

a perſon to give a ſatisfactory proof to others, 
as to the reality of his faith; while he lives in 
an habitual contradiction to What he profeſſeth. 
Though faith in Gop, and CHRIST, hath the 
appearance of a real homage paid to them; yet 
it ought to be accounted ſincere, or infincere; as 
it doth, or doth not centre 1n a religious courſe 
of life; called 7he obedience of faith. Though 
it is a great privilege to be admitted into 
CHRIST 's viſible church, and become candi- 
dates for immortal glory; yet this alone will 
be no ſecurity to any, who do not anſwer the 
gracious call of providence, by a life of holy 
obedience: Not every one who ſaith unto me 

Lorp, Lok p, Hall enter into the kingdom of 
| heaven; but be who doth the will of my FATHER 
200 1s in heaven. Mat. vii. 21. We are God's 
workmanſhip, created in CaRisT JESUS wnto 
good works, which Gop hath before ordained 

that we ſhould walk in them. Eph. ii. 10. 

We muſt not conclude that our ſincere ſer- 
vices are of 79 avail, in order to our accept- 
ance, though many defects may attend them ; 
ſince God is always ready to concur with ſuch 
ſervices, when we act with integrity of heart. 
There is an undoubted agreement and cloſe con- 
nection between our fidelity, and his favour, 
The one doth not render the other unneceſſary, 


but both concur in conſtituting the Chri/tian. 
| Holineſs 
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Holineſs is the vety image of the priry, 
ſtamped afteth upon the ſoul ; and the great 
ornament of our reaſonable natures: nay this is 
our preparation for heaven, and even heaven 
begun. So firm are the grounds, and fo vigo- 
tous the hopes of thoſe advanced Chriſtians, 
who purify themſelves, as God is pure; that 
they are repreſented as already come unto mount 
Sion, the city of the living Gor, the heavenly 

eruſalem; to an innumerable company of an- 

gels, to the general aſſembly, and church of the 
firſt-born which are written in beaven; and b 
God the Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, and to Jesus, the Mediator of 
the new covenant. Heb xii. 22, 23, 24. 

It is ſuppoſed, in order to a ſuitable practice, 
that we are indiſpenſibly obliged to embrace all 
thoſe dockrines, which are revealed as of neceſ- * 

fity to be believed by us; becauſe there is no 
book in the world that can juſtly pretend to 
equal authority with the BIBLE. On this ac- 
count our own ſentiments, as to matters of 
faith, ought to be meaſured by this infallible 
rule; and not by the writings or explications of 
fallible men: who may, and often do miſtake 
the meaning of that rule. Matters of opinion, 
and mere confeclure, when delivered with un- 
common aſſurance, have been the ground of 
many angry and uncharitable difputes, which 
have bred fo great a diſturbance in the world; 
and proved the bane of practical religion. But 
I am. perſwaded, ſuch controverſies would ge- 
CR: nerally 
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nerally be prevented, or amicably adjuſted; if 
men confidered, as they ought, that no deduc- 
tions or conſequences drawn by fallible crea- 
tures, from matters of mere revelation ; can be 
of like authority, and obligation to others, as 
the REVELATION itſelf, 

4. If you would anſwer your profeſſion as 
chriftians, CONTENT NOT YOURSELVES WITH 
ANY PRESENT ATTAINMENTSIN RELIGION, 
BUT MAKE A CONTINUAL PROFICIENCY 
THEREIN ; AND PERSEVERE TO THE END, 

Remarkable declenſiont, in religion, are of 
dangerous conſequence; fince they do not only 
diſturb the peace of mens minds, but alſo ren - 
der their ſtate extremely hazardous. It is to 
be feared, that thoſe who /er in the chriſtian 
courſe, will be ſtrongly tempted to /ook back, 
and think of a retreat. Or though ſuch per- 
fons ſhould, by the divine aid, recover their loſt | 
ground; yet the ſenſe of their former miſcar- 
riages often inflicts a wound upon conſcience, 
which is not ſoon bealed. The moſt effectual 
method to prevent ſuch backſlidings, is, not 
to reſt in any low attainments, but to be con- 
tinually prefling forward towards the mark ; 
becauſe thoſe who have already made a confi. 
derable proficiency in religion, are removed be- 
| yond the reach of many temptations, which in 

their more feeble ſtate they were —_—_ ſo- 
licited by. 

We are therefore oxhorted to grow in grace, 
to perfect bolineſs in the — of the LoRD, and 
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even to be perfect, as our HEAVENLY FATHER 
is perfect, i. e. to imitate his moral perfections, ſo 
far as the preſent imperfections of our ſtate will 
admit. Perfection, as the word is uſed in 
SCRIPTURE, and aſcribed to perſons in a ſtate 
of trial, doth not ſuppoſe them to be /in/eſs ; 
but it ſuppoſeth that they are no longer under 
the ſervitude and dominion of fin. At other 
times the expreſſion doth not only ſigniſy that 
thoſe, of whom it is affirmed, are delivered 
from the governing power of their rebellious 
luſts ; but alſo that they have made ſome con- 
ſiderable advances in knowledge, faith, and ho- 
lineſs. The wiſe man compares the path of the 
righteous, to the ſhining light, which ſhineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. Prov. iv. 18. 

As the ſun, at the time of its riſing, commu- 
nicates only a faint and imperfect light ; but 
afterward increaſeth in ſplendor, till it arrives 
at its meridian glory. In like manner a good 


man, from very imperfect attainments, riſeth 


gradually to a more confirmed ſtate; till he be- 
— meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
gbt. 
This proficiency ſhould evidence itſelf in the 
advancement of knowledge, eſpecially in divine 
matters; becauſe this is the foundation both of 
your faith, and obedience. It was the ſubject 
of the Apoſiles prayer for the Colgſſians, that they 
might be filled with the knowledge of Gop's will 
in 00 wiſdom, and ſpiritual e ng ; that 
"To . walk worthy of ſhe Lok D aunto all 
* Ig, 
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pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, in- 
creaſing in the knowledge of Gop. Col. i. 9, 10. 
As we have many opportunities of improve- 
ment above others, it would be a reproach to 
us, and to our religion, if our knowledge 
ſhould be confined to the bare rudiments, and 
firſt principles of SACRED WRIT: eſpecially 
when we conſider ourſelves as his dz/c:ples, in 
whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom, and 
knowledge. 

This progreſs in the Christian courſe, bath 
a reſpect to mens Faitb, as well as their know- 
ledge. Faith in ſome ſincere Chriſtians, is but 
weak, and languid, in others firong and vigo- 
rous; and this advanced degree of it ſhould be 
the aim, and endeavour of all. It was the A.- 
poſtlès exhortation to the Hebrews, to bold faſt 
be profeſſion of their faith, without wavering z 
becauſe he is faithful that promijed. Heb. x. 
23. 
| it we believe the perfections of Gor, and 
their entire harmony and agreement; if we 
are perſwaded that the scRIHTURES contain a 
perfect rule of faith, and practice; and that he 
who cannot lye, hath promiſed a ſtate of ever- 
laſting glory to his faithful ſervants: if we em- 
brace theſe truths with an unſhaken faith, things 
future, and inviſible, will in a good degree have 
the like effect, as if they were preſent, and vi- 
Able. Such a perſwaſion as this, will incline us 


to piace an entire confidence in the divine faith- 
F Fulneſs, 
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falneſs, overlooking the many aifficulties that 
we may meet with in our chriſtian coutſe. 

As we ſhould make a continual progreſs in 
knowledge, and faith; ſo we ſhould in obedi- 
ence. Univerſal and entire obedience to the 
divine commands, ſhould be our conſtant aim, 
without any exception to thoſe laws, our com- 
pliance with which, may require a conſiderable 
degree of ſelf-denial, And as an encourage- 
ment thereto, it ſhould be conſidered, that a 
conqueſt over ourſelves in ſuch arduous trials, 
will afford an uncommon ſatisfaction in the re- 
view : Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when 1 have 


2 reſpect to all thy commandments. If we find 


but little reluQance in complying with the moſt 
difficult duties, and eſpecially if it is as our 
meat, and drink to do the will of our HEAVENLY 
FATHER; We have an evidence of conſider- 
able growth and proficiency, with reſpect to 
our obedience. Exhortations to excel herein, 
frequently occur in the DIvINE oRACLES : 
We beſeech and exhort you, by the Loxp Jtsus, 
that as ye have received of us how you ought to 
walk, and to pleaſe Gop; ſo ye would abound 
more and more. 1 Thefl. iv. 1. Be fledfaft, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the LoRD ; for as much as ye know, that your 
labour is not vain in the LoRD. 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
It may be proper here to add, by way of 


| caution, that we ſhould not judge principally 


of our own, or others proficiency in religion, 
by a great qarmth of affection, which may 
| ſome- 


4 
ſometimes diſcover itſelf in the diſcharge of 
particular duties; becauſe this depends very 
much upon the bodily conſtitution of different 
perſons, and even of the ſamie perſons, at dif- 
ferent times. 

But if we would form ſuch a judgment of 
our progreſs and advancement in the chriſtian 
warfare, as may ſupport and encourage us, 
when we ſearch into the ſtate of our ſouls; let 
our enquiries be ſuch as theſe: Do we, by a 
conſtant attendance on the external duties of 
religion, find that our love to the ATU RR of 
mercies, and the sAvIOUR of the world, is 
more /fincere and undiſguiſed? and our obedi- 
ence to their commands more prompt, and uni- 

form? Do we find that our benevolence to 
mankind is more extenſive, and univerſal, than 
heretofore ? 'That our temptations of every 
kind are more powerfully reſted? Our lives 
more ſober and regular? and our diſorderly 
paſſions, and affections ſubdued ? If, upon an 
impartial examination, we find that this is the 
caſe ; ſuch tokens of our ſpiritual growth and 
increaſe, are what we may reflect upon, with 
laſting comfort. 

But I ſhall now proceed to ſhew, that con- 
fancy or perſeverance in religion, is required of 
us; as well as a progreſſive improvement there- 
in. The end of our hopes, even the ſalvation of 
our ſouls, is not attainable, but by ſteadily per- 
fiſting in faith, and holineſs; then only ſhall 
dur be made fartakers of Cuxlsr and a glo- 

rious 
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rious effects of his undertakings, when we 
hold the beginning of our confidence ſtedfaſt unto 
zthe end, Heb. iii. 14. The crown of glory is 
romiſed to none, but ſuch as are faithful unto 
death. And we are aſluted by the Gop of truth, 
that his ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in zhoſe, who 
dra back unto perdition. 

The foundation of this perſeverance is moſt 
apparent, nor can any ſufficient reaſon be at- 
ſigned, for engaging in a religious courſe of 
life ; which doth not hold as. ſtrongly for a 
bentiounce therein. It ſeems much leſs diffi- 

cult to go on toward perfection, when the ha- 
bit of fin is in a good meaſure hroken; than it 
was to break that habit at firſt, Whatever dif- 
ficulties we may meet with in our chriſtian pro- 
greſs, we have this aſſurance, that the maſter 
whom: we ſerve, will graciouſly concur with 
our faithful endeavours, and confirm us unto the 
end; that we may be blameleſs in the day of our 
Lonp Jesus CHRIST. 
If we would make a continual profici- 
ency in faith, and holineſs, and perſevere there- 
in to the end; WE MUST MAKE A FAITHFUL 
USE: OF THOSE INSTITUT ED MEANS, WHICH 
HAVE A DIRECT TENDENCY THERE TO. 

Prayer is one of thoſe appointed means, the 
object of which is the sUPREME, ALL-PER- 
FECT BEING. Religion conſiſts in reſembling + 
the object of our worſhip, and that reſemblance 
is acquired by a frequent converſe with him. 


a _ of prayer is founded in the relation 
bee 
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between Gop and us, in the diſcoveries which 
he hath made of himſelf to us; as likewiſe in 
the nature, and circumſtances of our preſent 
ſtate. It is the inſtance of homage, which 

dependent beings owe to the author of their be- 
| ings, to acknowledge that dependence; and 
tends to promote the moſt valuable ends. 

The light of reaſon, without the aid of RE- 
VELATION, manifeſtly ſuggeſts, that this is 
an inſtance of regard owing to the common 
" PARENT of mankind ; and therefore we find 
that perſons in great diſtreſs, with earneſtneſs 
apply to it. Thus the heathen mariners, in a 
ſtorm, cried every man to bis God ; and the maſ- 
ter of the ſbip awaked Jonab, and ſaid unto 

him : What meaneſt thou, O fleeper 9. ariſe, call 
upon thy Gop, i jo be that Gop will think upon 
us, that we periſb not. Jonah 1. 5, 6. If men 
would attend to the native ſenſe of their own 
minds, it would inform them, that when they 
have tranſgreſſed the laws of Gop, they ſhould 
be deeply humbled on that account; deprecate 
the effects of his diſpleaſure; and earneſtly 
implore his forgiveneſs. When they are in 
want, or other diſtreſſes of various kinds; what 
more natural, than to direct their views to him 
who knows their caſe, who 1s abe to help them, 
and znclined to do it? If they are conſcious of 
having received innumerable, undeſerved be- 
nefits; nothing can be more becoming their 
reaſonable natures, than to acknowledge them 
with gratitude, to the honour of the donor. 
1 And 


[ 48 1 
And if theſe are the natural ſuggeſtions of mens 
minds, though deſtitute of REVELATION; a 
much livelier apprehenſion of theſe things may 
be expected from thoſe, who live under the 
light of the GOSPEL. 

But T ſhall now proceed to ſpeak more par- 
- ticularly of thoſe means, which have the moſt 
direct tendeney to promote our proficiency, and 
perſeverance in faith, and holineſs. 1 ſhall 
therefore recommend, as of principal note, ſe- 
cret devotion, domeſt: h autt es, and 4 ale at- 
tendance on publick wor fhrp. 
(I.) Secret devotion hath this tendeney. The 
occaſions of particular Chriſtians, call for fre- 
quent attendance at the throne of grace. They 
have peculiar difficulties, wants, and diſtreſſes, 
to ſpread before Gop, which others are entire- 
ly unacquainted with, and could afford no ade- 
quate affiſlance, if they knew them. In theſe 
circumſtances, they have acceſs to the PATH ER 
or MERCIES, through the great Apvoc ATE; 
and may uſe the freedom of children, in beg- 

ng a fappiy of preſſing wants, direction in af. 
us of importance, or deliverance in imminent 
dangers. And how great is their happineſs, 
who under ſuch preflures, are encouraged to 
apply to one who wants neither power, nor in- 
clination to affift them. 
Such frequent approaches to our maker, and 
benefactor, as our different circumſtances may 
require, (either to ſing of mercy, or Judgment ) 
haye a natural tendency to promote in ns a 
ſteady 
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ſteady courſe of piety, and virtue ; as alſo to 
put us upon a conſcientious uſe of al} appointed 
means, in order to it. But how the ſpiritual 
life ſhould be preſerved, and maintained in 
thoſe, who live in the ordinary ns. mg of _ 
cret prayer, is to me inconcei vable. 

As this is a duty, which mankind are lrong- 
ly prompted to, by the /ight of nature, ſo it is 
enjoined by divine REVELATION ; and encou- 
_ raging promiſes made to a due diſcharge there- 
of. Aſk, (ſaith our SAviouR) and it ſhall be 
& ven you ; yr and ye fhall find; knock, and 

t fhall be opened unto you. Mat. vii. 7. And 
the like direction and encouragement he leaves 

with his Diſciples: Mat. vi. 6. When thou 
prayeſt, enter into thy clifet, and when thou haſt 
ſhut thy door, pray to thy FATHER who foes in 
fecret ; and thy FATHER who fees in feeret | 

ſhall reward thee openly. 
If we confider the practice of thoſe who 
were moſt remarkable for holrneſs, and moſt 
approved of their MAKER, in different ages of 
the world; we ſhall find them diſtinguithed as 
the generation of thoſe who ſought Gon: and 
their behaviour and experience ſhould en- 
gage our imitation. But above all, we ſhould 
have our eye fixed upon the example of the 
BLESSED JESUS, who divided the largeſt pro- 
portion of his time, between devotion towards 
Gon, and benevolence to men. After the fa- 
tigues of the day, in going about, and doing 
good to the ſouls, and bodies of divers . ; 
G | e 
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he redeemed time from the night watches, to 
offer up ſolemn oblations to his FATHER, and 
our FATHER ; 70 bis GoD, and our Gop. And 
ſo bright a pattern as this, ſhould encourage us 
frequently to diſmiſs the ordinary concerns of 

life, that we may pour out our ſouls before 
Gop. And asa motive hereto, it ought to be 
conſidered, that ſuch ſinful creatures as we are, 


have various errands to the throne of grace; 


which were no way applicable to him, who 
knew no fin. 
Some perhaps may be inclined to aſk, how 
often we ought to retire for the diſcharge of 
this duty? But we are no where informed how 
frequently it ſhould be. And indeed, ſince the 
Nate and circumſtances of Chriſtians. are 10 va- 
rious, it is not reaſonable to expect, that any 
particular rule ſhould be preſcribed, which is 
obligatory on all alike. The P/almifi recom- 
mends it as a practice fitting the preſent condi- 
tion of mankind, 7 ſbew forth Gop's loving- 
kinaneſs in the morning, and his faithfulneſs eve- 
ry night. And there appears to be a natural fit- 
neſs in beginning, and clofing the day with Him. 
How much then is their caſe to be lamented, 
who he down, and riſe up, without the leaſt 
acknowledgment to their preſerver, and bene- 
Factor. As they forget him days without num- 
ber; ſo it may with too much truth be af- 
firmed of them, that be ts not in all therr 
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(2. Domeſiick duties, as well as ſecret devo- 
tion, have a great tendency to promote the 
chriſtian life. Beſide thoſe duties which we 
owe to mankind in common, there are other, 
to which we are obliged, on account of ſome 
ſpecial relation that we ſtand in to them; whe- 
ther that relation is pub/zc& and political, or 
more private and domeſtick. It is the latter of 
theſe which falls under my preſent conſidera- 
tion. Families are to be conſidered as ſemi- 


naries of larger communities, both civil, and 


ſacred, and will in a little time propagate a- 
mong ſuch communities, thoſe good, or bad 
qualities for which they are remarkable, And 
this ſhews of what mighty conſequence- it is, 
that theſe fountains ſhould, if poſſible, be 
kept clear, ſince the firenzag flowing from 
thence will ſoon ſpread far and near. Thoſe 
therefore who have children, and ſervants, de- 
pendent upon them, ſhould conſider ſuch de- 
pendents as committed to them in truſt, by 
their common maſter ; with a ſtrict charge that 
they do not miſcarry, through their neglect. 
Baptiſm is to be conſidered as a federal act, 
or form of admiſſion into the Goſpel covenant; 
and thoſe who believe that infants ſhould be 
admitted into the covenant, by this rite; can- 
not, with any reaſon, deny, that chriſtian pa- 
rents are obliged thus to devote their offspring 
to the FATHER, Son, and HoLY GnosT ; 
agreeable to ChHRIS Hs commiſſion to his Apo- 
Ales to adminiſter that ſacrament. T hough 
: G 2 This 
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| this is mentioned here as a domgicł duty, yet 
I apprehend that parents would act more agree- 
able to the nature, and deſign of the ordinance ; 
if it was always performed in the pub/ick aſſem- 
blies : unleſs in caſes of allowed neceſſity. 
The natural affection of parents to their 
children, inclines them to provide for them the 
weceſſaries, and conveniencies of life; and to 
ocure for them thoſe outward. advantages 
and helps, which may qualify them to become 
uſeful members of the community, And if 
they have a prevailing reſpect to their eternal 
welfare, they will not fail to inſtruct them in 


the knowledge of CHRISTIANITY, ina manner 


ſuitable to their age and capacity. And when 
capable of further inſtruction, they will encou · 
rage them, as a privilege, to give their atten- 
dance in the ſolemn aſſemblies. This is, in the 
ſenſe of the Apoſtle, to bring them up in tbe 
nurture, and admonition of the Lokp, And 
ſuch an education will be the ſureſt teſtimony 


; 3 inberitance that they can leave them. 

The divine teſtimony concerning Abrabam, 
was this: I Kum him, that be will command bis 
children, and his hauſkold after bim; and they 
ſhall keep the way of the urs, 10 do Juſtice, and 
Judgment. Gen, xviii. 19. And as | religious 
inſtruction had the deſired acceſs, in — 

9. houſe, fo it ordiparily hath in other a- 
milie. As a confirmation of this, with reſpect 


of parents Jove to their offspring, and the moſt 


un branches 3 Solomon obſerves, 
that 


E 

that if we train up a child in the way be ſhould 
go, when he is old, be will not depart from it. 
Prov. xxii. 6. The ſenſe of the words is this: 
If children have a prudent, and religious edu- 
« cation, it hath for the moſt part a good in- 
* fluence upon them, through the following 
'< courſe of their lives.” This tends to give 
virtue, and religion, the early poſſeſſon of their 
minds; ſo that by degrees it takes roof, grows 
up to a confirmed habit, and becomes matter 
of choice, and delight. 

Wherever there is any relation between the 
different ranks of mankind, whether natural, 
or civil, there muſt be a reciprocal duty, agree · 
able to ſuch relations. And from hence it ap- 
pears, that the heads of families are accountable 
to Gor, for their behaviour to their ſervants, 
as well as their own offspring. Servants are 
committed by Gop to the care of maſters, and 
miſtreſſes, as members of their families; and 
they are not only obliged to provide for the bo- 
dies of ſuch domeſticks, agreeable to their ſta» 
tion; but alſo to conſult their ſpiritual, and 
everlaſting intereſt. And the moſt effectual 
method of anſwering this valuable end, both 
as to children and ſervants, 1s by ſuitable in- 
frruttion, and joint-worſhip. 

It hath been matter 8 frequent debate, A. 
mong the profeſſors of CHRISTIANITY, in what 
manner this joint family worſhip ſhould be 
diſcharged, whether by a flated- p” ths or other 
wife, But fince both theſe methods are un» 

doubtedly 
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doubtedly lawful, no difpute can reaſonably a- 
_ rife, but about the greater expediency of one, 
5 compared with the other. And this expedi- 
ency is to be determined, principally by the 
circumſtances of the perſons, who are to i- 
ciale. . f 

Many, through want of capacity, are not 
able to diſcharge this duty in a profitable, and 
becoming manner, otherwiſe than by a ſlated 
form ; and therefore ſuch a form is neceſſary as 
to them. 

Others, who cannot plead want of Ander 
5 in divine matters, yet through a total 
diſuſe, a great diſtruſt of themſelves, or for 
ſome ſuch like cauſe, conclude that they are in- 
capable of performing the ſervice in that free, 
and unconſined manner, which many do, and 
which they ſhould prefer, if they were capable 
of it. If this is really the truth of the caſe, 
and they are perſwaded that Gop ought to be 
worſhipped, in their families at all; it muſt be 
in forms, * compoſed” by themſelves, or others. 
And indeed, what we call free or unpreſcribed 
prayer, is as much a ferm to thoſe who join 
with us, as if we read it to them. I own, that 
when perſons have a competent degree of no- 
teage, in things ſacred, a freedom of utterance, 
with a proper degree of- reſolution, and com- 
mand over themſelves; in that caſe I freely ac- 
knowledge, that an unconfined addreſs to Gop, 
is on many accounts the moſt expedient, and 


fe fury «particulars it is applicable to various 
emer- 
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emergencies, and the different circumſtances of 
mankind, But, as hath been before obſerved, 
if perſons, on account of ſome material defect, 
are diſqualified for a diſcharge of the duty, in 
that manner; they certainly ought to make uſe 
of tated forms. And as to theſe, they may 
have abundant aſſiſtance, not only from thoſe 
of the eſtabliſhment, but alſo from ſuch as diſ- 
ſent from it. 

It may be proper in this place, when ſpeak- 
ing of domeſtick duties, to obſerve ; that the 
heads of families are concerned, not only to 
allow their children, and ſervants to attend the 
publick worſhip ; but oblige them to it, while un- 
der their tuition. 

I ſhall add, as a further ahi upon ſuch 
ſuperiors, that they ſhould be eſpecially careful 
to ſet before their dependents a good example. It 
was the royal P/al/mi/?'s reſolution, that he would 
walk within bis bouſe, with a Per fcb 1 


Pſal. ci. 2. And if perſons are remarkably 
fedtiue in this inſtance, their authority will 
exceedingly weakened, and the force of their 
inſtructions, in a great meaſure, %. We can- 
not but obſerve, how extremely prone perſons | 
are to imitate their ſuperiors, not only with re- ll 
ſpect to the modes and faſhions of the place, and 1 
age, in which they live; but alſo with reſpect 4 
to their moral conduct. And this ſhews of how | 
9 great importance it is, not only to urge their 1 
duty upon them, but carefully to diſcharge our 
e The OR: of the Apoſile Haus which 
he 


and render them unfaithful in wy relation. 
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1 
he addreſſed to the Fews, may be fitly alluded 
wo on this occafion : Thou therefore which teach- 
eft another, teachef? thou not thyſelf ? Thou that 
preacheft a man ſhould not fleal, doft thou fleal ? 
Theu that fayeft a man fhould not commit adulte- 
ry, doft thou commit adultery? Thou that abhor- 
2 idols, doft thou commit ſacrilege ? Thou that 


make tby boaft of the law, through breaking the 


law, diſhonoureſt thou God; * Rom. ii. 21, 

RT” 
Great complaints are every where made, con- 

cerning the miſconduct both of children, and 


fervants; and there is too much reaſon for ſuch 


complaints. And this is ſometimes the caſe 


even in thoſe families, where ſach as have the 


ttment of them, have not been remſ5 in 
their duty, to ſuch as are committed in charge 
to them. But as to others, who have been 
grofely negligent, with reſpect to their inferiors, 
and diſcovered little regard to their own moral 
character; I intreat ſuch governors, of families 
to afk themſelves, and chatge their conſciences 
to anſwer, whether they have not by their own 
examples led their dependents into many of 
thofe vices, which are ſuch matter of com- 
plaint ? If this is the unhappy caſe, they fruſ- 
trate the very deſign of family government; 
arid turn out into the wide world a number of 
domeſticks, deeply infeed with ſin, the worſt 
of all plagnes : the venom of which will ſpread 
throngh the ſeveral communities of bat, 


And 
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And it may be of advantage to conſider, that 
ſuch governors of families, as I have been 


ſpeaking of, are uſually the firſt who feel the 


miſc hie vous effetts of their own miſconduct, 
both with reſpect to-their: children, and fer 


vants. If they have led the way into the paths 


of iniquity, ſuch dependents will be inclined to 
think, that they have a licence to follow the 
ſteps of their ſuperiors; as if their ſinful ex- 
amples could vindicate an imitation of them, 
either in the ſight of Gop, or man. 
On the other hand, if parents and maſters 
have faithfully inſtructed children, and ſervants, 
in the whole of their duty; if they have wor- 
ſhipped Gop with them, as well as preſſed 
them to ſecret worſhip ; if they have encou- 
raged, and obliged them to attend the publick 
aſſemblies, and been exemplary in their con- 
duct, in all relations: they have taken the moſt 
direct courſe to keep up a ſenſe of religion in 
mens minds, to eſtabliſh their own authority 
over their inferiors, and to ſecure, in the moſt 
effectual manner, their affection, reverence, fi - 
delity, and ſubmiſſion. And if ſuch a des 
meanor, in the heads of families, hath theſe 
deſirable effects, it will afford matter of the 
greateſt ſatisfation, both in life, and at death. 
(3.) Tum woRsH1P or GoD, IN THE PUB> 
LICK. ASSEMBLIES, hath alſo a happy NY 
to advance us in faith, and holineſs. 
A regard is owing to all beings, in propor- 
tion i" the gui on their natures, to the fas 
vours 
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vours we receive from them, and the authority 
they have over us. And conſequently, the 
SUPREME BEING muſt have the juſteſt claim 
to the moſt exalted homage of our ſouls ; and 
ſuch an external conduct as is ſuttable to it, and 


expreſſive of it. 
The worſhip which we owe to "RE 1s not 


only ſecret, and domeſtick, but alſo publick. 


This is a duty which is plainly ſuggeſted by na- 
tural religion, as is ſufficiently evident from the 
practice of the heathen natzons. It is inforced 
upon thoſe who enjoy a WRITTEN REVELA- 
T10Nn, by his autbority, who is alone the juſ- 
tifiable object of their worſhip; and it hath 
been the conſtant practice both of Jets, and 
Chriſtians, to pay their joint and united acknow- 
ledgments to their UNIVERSAL LoRD, and 
proprietor. It was the P/alm/t's reſolution 10 
praiſe the Lox p 4withhbis whole beart, in the af- 
fembly of the: upright, and in the congregation, 


Pſal. exi. 1. When, by the malicious purſuits 


of his enemies, he was deprived of the freedom 
of Gop's houſe ; with what earneſtneſs doth he 
defire to ſee bis power, and glory, as be bad ”__ 
them in the ſanctuary? Pſal. Ixxiii. 2. 

Many of the chief 4:/ings which we enjoy; 
whither of a temporal, or ſpiritual nature, we 
enjoy in common with others; and what can be 
more fitting, than that there ſhould be a ſoint 
acknowledgment of them. All of us have, in 
a greater, or leſs degree, contributed to the na- 
tional guilt, nd: are liable to ſhare in national 

| cala- 
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calamities; and ſhould we not join in ſociety 
to acknowledge ſuch guilt, to implore forgive- 
neſs, through the one MEDIATOR, and to de- 
precate deſerved judgments? We depend upon 
the over-ruling providence of God for all thoſe 
benefits, which we are ſharers in, as a nation 
or people ; and can any thing become us more, 
than, as with one mouth, to acknowledge 
them to the glory of Gop, our great, and un- 
wearied benefaQor? 
Wherever there is publick worſhip, the cir- 
cumſtances of time, and place, muſt be deter- 
mined, by thoſe who meet together ; in order 
to prevent that confuſion, which they would 
otherwiſe fall into. As to our places of wor- 
ſhip, we are not to ſuppoſe that they are now 
holy, as the tabernacle and temple were of old; 
when the Shechinah, or glory of the Lokp, ap- 
peared in them, Under the Gos PEL diſpenſa- 
tion, all places are alike acceptable to the Pi- 
VINE MAJESTY, Where he 1s ſerved in | ſpirit 
and truth. | 
If we ſpeak of the more ſolemn 4 ſtated 
ti mes of publick worſhip, it is obſervable, that 
one day 1n ſeven was preſcribed by Gop, to his 
_ antient people, to be obſerved by them as a holy 
reſt, or avocation from the ordinary concerns 
of life; that they might, without interruption, 
attend the duties of religion. In like manner, 
Chriſtians have, in all ages, ſet apart the like 
portion of time, to be kept holy, and principal- 
ly employed in religious exerciſes, And we 
5 certainly 
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certainly ſtand in great need of ſuch returning 
ſolemnities, that our thoughts, and affections, 
may not be inceſſantly engaged about the ordi- 


nary cares, or amuſements of the preſent life; 
but have leiſure to maintain an intercourſe with | 
another world. 


It doth not appear, that any particular day 


of the week hath been appointed, by divine 


authority, to be obſerved as the Chriſizan Sab- 
bath. But it hath been the univerſal practice of 
the church, from the time of the Apoſtles, to 
obferve the int day of the week as ſuch, in 
commemoration of our SAviouR's reſurrection. 
And from hence it ſeems reaſonable to con- 


clude, that the early diſciples governed them- 


ſelves herein, by the example of the Apoſtles. 
The inſtitution of pablick worſhip is not on- 
ly a declaration of Gop's authority over us, 
but alſo of his compaſſion to us; and by a com- 
pliance therewith, we make an open acknow- 
ledgment of his per fections, maintain the cauſe, 
and ſupport the credit of true religion in the 
world; and theſe valuable ends it hath an un- 
doubted tendency to anſwer. It is a melan- 
cholly reflection therefore, that this appoint- 
ment is ſo ſhamefully negleBied, and the day, 
which is peculiarly ſet apart for it, fo openly 
profaned by many; and frequently by thoſe, 
whoſe examples are like to have the moſt ex- 


tenſtve influence, That which leads directly to 


this daring violation of the divine command, is 
a + a 330 to the duties of the 
Sabbath. 


* b 


„ 

Sabbath, And it is ſufficiently apparent, that 
thoſe who account the ſervice of Gop biurden- 
ſome, and diſcover an inclination to fee from 

their colours, uſually begin with this neglect. 
The ſeveral parts of publick worſhip may 

be compriſed under the following particulars : 
READING THE SCRIPTURES, AND A CARE. 
FUL ATTENDANCE TO THEM; WHEN READ. 
This I apprehend ought to be one ſtated part of 
publick worſhip, and it is a duty of great ad- 
vantage, not only on account of thoſe who can- 
not read, but of too many others, who thro' 
| negligence ſeldom read them, or hear them 
read, elſewhere. PREACHING, AND HEAR- 
ING THE WORD PREACHED, is another part 
of publick worſhip. It is the office of miniſ- 
ters to explain, and diſcover the meaning of 
the ſacred oracles, and alſo to apply the truths, 
_ deduced from them, to the various caſes of 
_ thoſe to whom they miniſter. And it is the 
duty of others, to be preſent at the publick aſ- 
ſemblies, to hear with attention, and ſeriouſ- 
zeſs, fo that what is delivered, may ſuitably af- 

fect their minds, and regulate their conduct. 
SINGING THE DIVINE PRAISES, ſhould al- 
ſo accompany the other branches of publick 
worſhip ; either in ſome paſſages collected from 
the worD of Gop, or from ſuch human com- 
Poſitions, as are adapted to the Chriſtian ſtate, 
and worſhip, This is the general practice of 
our religious aſſemblies, and it is a duty well 
275 to raiſe and heighten our thankſgivings, 
, and 
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and adorations to the Gop of mercies. It 
vas the Apoſtle Paul's direction to the diſ- 
ciples at Epheſus, to ſpeak to themſelves in 
pſalms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs; ſinging, and 
making melody in their bearts to the LorD. 
Chap v. 19. And we are informed, that our 
SAVIOUR and his Apoſtles ſung a hymn, at the 

cloſe of the facramental ſupper, 
Another, and principal part of publick wor- 
ſhip, is PRAYER To Gop, I now ſpeak of 


Prayer in its full latitude, and fo as to com- 
prize the ſeveral following branches: IN voc a- 
ION, or acknowledgment of the divine per- 


fections; with an addreſs for audience and ac- 
ceptance, through the only ME DIATOR. 
THANKSGIvINGs to Gop, conſidered as the 
Creator, preſerver, governor, and benefactor of 
his creatures. CoNFESsSsION of fin, in which 
we ſhould lay open the blemiſhes of our hearts, 
and lives; with the aggravating circumſtances 


which have attended them. PETITION, or 


ſupplication for thoſe favours, of every kind, 
which we have grounds to hope for, and are 
fuited to our wants. And to theſe muſt be 
added, INTERCESSION for others. We are 
concerned to intercede for mankind in general, 


for the church of CHRIST, for the community to 
which we belong, and for particular perſons, 


ſuitable to the urgency of their ſeveral caſes. 
The laft part of publick worſhip, which I 
ſhall take notice of, is the ADMINISTRATION, 


AND PARTICIPATION OF THE LoRD's SUPPER. 
| * his 
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This I ſhall conſider more largely, becauſe ma- 
ny, who ſtatedly attend other ordinances, in a 
manner becoming Chriſtians; form to them- 
ſelves excuſes with reſpect to this, 

Whatever m/takes perſons may fall into, with 
reſpect to this duty; or whatever may have oc» 
cafioned thoſe miſtakes ; it is undoubtedly a 
appointment of our Log D and Saviour; and 
to continue in force till his ſecond coming. Do 
this in remembrance of me, was an injunction 
which did not only oblige: the Zpo/tles ; but 
other diſciples, in all ſucceeding ages. It was 
given at a time when CHRIST had a near view 
of a violent death, which he ſubmitted to for 
us men, and our falvation. And the will of a 
dying friend is wont to be accounted ſacred, 
by the ſurvivors. This indeed is no more than 
a poſitive rite,, and becomes our duty only by 
virtue of CRHRIST's autbority; but the fame 
may be affirmed with teſpect to the ſacrament 
of Baptiſm. What reaſon then can be aſſigned, 
by Cbriſtians, for a ready compliance with the 
latter, while they live in the total negle& of the 
former? ſince their obligation is the ſame, and 
both of them have a tendency to anſwer the 
viſe purpoſes. of the GosPEL REVELATION. 

I am ſenſible, that there are ſome exprefiis * 
ons in Saint Paul's account of the LoRD's'sy p= 
PER, and the ſhameful abuſe of it by the Co- 
rinibians, which have poſſeſſed many perſons 
with a ſuperſtitious dread ; and affrighted them 

5 from 
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from an ordinance, deſigned to adminiſter the 
greateſt comfort. 

There are two paſſages more eſpecially, | 
which many have flumbled at. The firſt, is 
in 1 Cor. xi. 27. Whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, 
end drink this cup of the Lok, unworthily ; 
Hall be guilty of the body, and blood of the Lok p. 
The meaning of which words may be thus ex- 
preſſed: If any are partakers of this ordinance 
in an-irreverent manner, without a due regard 
to the deſign, andend of it; they will be charg- 
able with, and guilty of profaning an inſtitu · 
tion, which was intended to give a lively repre- 
ſentation of the ſufferings, and death of CHñRIST, 
under the ſigns of bread and wine. 

The other paſſage to which I referred, and 
ſome ſincere Chriſtians have been bochtd; at, 1s 
the 29th verſe of the ſame chapter; where the 
Ape informs us, that he who eateth, and 
drinketh unworthily ; ęateib and drinketh damma- 
ion to himſelf. The word which is here tranſ- 
lated damnation, ſhould have been rendered 
judgment, as it is in other places. Nor doth 
the expreſſion neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that fuch a 
_ ſhall be finally condemned by Gov. 

hat St. Paul ſpeaks of the infliction of: ſome 
temporal, and not of eternal puniſhments ;-ſeems 
to me ſufficiently evident, from the zoth verſe: 

For this cauſe, many are weak and ſickly among 
Jou, and many fieep ; or have ſuffered an untime- 
ly death, owing perhaps to thoſe exceſſes, for 

which they are ſo deſervedly cenſured. | 
But 


1 
But poſlibly it may here be ohjected, that if 
a ſudden, or premature death was the effect of 
their ſhameful behaviour, at this ordinance; it 
ſeems as if ſuch perſons were cut off in the 
midſt of their fins, and aſſigned over to future 
perdition. But it ought to be conſidered, that 
ſickneſs, and death, are only Zemporal evils, 
which Gop may inflict, or ſuffer to be inflicted 
on ſuch, as ſhall not be the objects of his final 
diſpleaſure. I can ſee no reaſon, why fins re- 
pented of, (which probably was the caſe of the 
perſons here referred to,) might not be puniſh- 
ed with temporal death; or that the death of 
true penitents, might not be a natural conſe» 
quence of former tranſgreſſions. 

That the evils inflited, whether ſickneſs, 
or death, were not finally deſtructive, may 
further appear from the 31ſt and 32d verſes : 
For if we would judge ourſelues, we ſhould not 
be judged; but when we are judged, we are 
pr Wu of tbe LoR D, that we ſhould not be con- 
demned with the world, If you examine 
* yourſelves with impartiality, and act as ſin- 
“ cere penitents, when guilty of paſt offences, 
* and produce the fruits of repentance, Gop 
* will not judge you with that leverity, as he 
„ will do the finally impenitent.” And in- 
deed the principal deſign of his preſent judg- 
ments, is to bring men to repentance, and pre- 
vent their condemnation with ne wicked here- 

r. : 
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It bath been generally ſuppoſed, that thoſe 
Manoa) irregularities which the Corinthians 
were ſo deſervedly cenſured for, were practiſed 
by them at the adminiſiration of the Lord's 
ſupper, but I can fee no reaſon to conclude, that 
they were guilty of ſuch a profanation in the 
uſe of that bread and wine, which were ſet apart 
from a common, to a ſacred and ſolemn uſe. - 
t ſeems neceflary therefore to give ſome 
different. and more probable account of this 
matter. In order to which, 1 ſhall obſerve, 
that immediately after our Saviour had cele- 
brated the Paſſover, with his diſciples ; he in- 
ſtituted the Sacrament of his fupper. In imita- 
tion of his example, the primitive Chriftians 
had ſometimes feaſts or entertainments, im- 
medistely before the participation of the Eu- 
_ chariſt;, and at other times after it had been 
adminiſtered : but it muſt, I apprehend, be 
the former of theſe that the Apoſile refers to. 
One part of his charge againſt ſome of the Co- 
rinthians, was that when they came together, 
with'a view to partake of the Lokp's ſupper, 
they lid not tarry one for another; but every one 
too bis own ſupper ; which I judpe mult be 
before 'the celebration of the Sacrament, be- 
cauſe that was never adminiſtered, till the whole 
Church was met together. Upon the whole, it 
appears to me, that the ſcandalous intempe- 
rance which Se. Paul, with ſo much reaſon, 
cenſures; was at thoſe Jove-feaſts, which were 


previous to the Sacrament. The crime which 
| he 
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he condemns, was blameable at all times, but 
eſpecially at that ſeaſon, when it muſt render 
them very unfit for a due diſcharge of that ſo- 
lemn duty, which was immediately to ſucceed 
and incline them to eat and drink the facrameny 
tal bread, and wine, as they would have done 
their common food. 

The Apoſtlè's words, in the 20, 21, 22. verſes: 
ſeem to be a further confirmation of this ac- 
count. Having taken notice of ſome irregula- 
riities in their Church Aſſemblies, and ſuch di- 
viſions as were inconſiſtent with their nion, and 
communion, conſidered as members of the ame 
body; he ſubjoins what follows: Ten ye came 
together therefore into one place, this is not to eat 
the Lord's. Supper ; for in eating every one taketh 
before other bis own ſupper, and one is hungry, 
and another is drunken. What! bave ye not 
. houſes to eat and to drinkin? or deſpiſe ye the 

church of Go? and ſhame them that have not ? 
When Sf. Paul tells them, they had bouſes 10 
eat, and drink in; it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
= ſp eaks of eating, and drinking at the LoRD's 

T4 able. becauſe the Sacrament of the Supper 
Was not adminiſtered at their own habitations, 
but only in the publick aſſemblies. 

Ihe ſenſe of thoſe verſes which I have tran- 
- ſcribed, may be thus expreſſed: When you 

* aſſemble in the publick place of worſhip, 

with a profeſſed deſign of commemorating 
© the death of CHRIST, you cannot be ſaid in 
6 reality to eat the Lorp! s Supper ; becauſe you 
"of 12 | ap- 
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« approach it in a raſh unprepared manner, 
« and with an unſuitable diſpoſition of mind: 
e not conſidering either the ſolemnity of the or- 
« dinance, or that you are going to partake of 
ce a holy feaſt of ſacramental unity. Your be- 
% haviour is highly culpable, at thoſe enter- 
te tainments, which you make before the com- 
% munion. You call them indeed Love. feaſts, 
de r feaſts of charity, which ſuppoſeth that 
e the indigent members of the Church are en- 
te tertained by you, at thoſe ſeaſons. But in- 
"ſtead of that, you ſelfiſhly indulge and gra- 
« tify * own appetites, even to a ſhameful 
% exceſs; while the poor and hungry would 
* be thankful for the fragments of your table. 
e If you muſt declare the ſuperiority of your 
jar. * rank and ſtation, by a plentiful e. 
let it be at your own habitations, that you 
ws may not caſt a reproach upon the houſe of 
% Gob, and by an open ſhew of your abun- 
« dance, put thoſe to ſhame, who are pinched 
« with hunger.“ | 
I this groſs miſconduR, of ſome diſciples at 
| Corinth, was at their Love-feafts, as appears 
evident to me; yet ſince theſe feaſts are no 
where in uſe among Cbriſtians, we cannot be 
concerned therein. Or if it could be ſuppoſed 
they acted in this ſhameful manner, when ſo- 
lemnizing the death of the immaculate lamb of 
Gop; yet what ſerious perſons would not ſhud- 
der at the thoughts of being alike guilty. Their 
fin therefore can be no ſufficient reaſon, why 
others 
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others ſhould abſtain from that holy Inſtitution, 
or dread the puniſhments inflied on the pro- 
faners of it. On the contrary, all who ap- 
proach this ſolemnity, in obedience to CHRIST's 
command, with a lively ſenſe of God's [ove in 
the REDEEMER, and who fincerely deſign and 
endeavour to walk worthy of their vocation, 
have an undoubted right to it; and may expect 
to reap the beneficial, and joyful fruits, pro- 
miſed to faithful communicants. 
I would hope that none, who name the 
name of CHRIST, will venture to plead for a 
neglect of this duty; under an apprehenſion, 
that by engaging in it, they ſhould lay them- 
ſelves under further, and ſtricter obligations to 
the FATHER OF MERCIES, and the SAVIOUR 
of mankind. This would bea very ſurprizing 
excuſe, altogether unworthy of Cbriſtians. All 
the natural, civil, and religious advantages, of 
every kind, which we enjoy above others; 
lay us under greater obligations, than they are 
bound by: but ſhall we therefore renounce 
thoſe privileges, that we may think ourſelves 
| leſs indebted to the fountain of all our benefits? 
This may be conſidered as a defire to turn 
Gop's mercies upon his hands, as not worth 
.our acceptance, under thoſe conditions on which 
he offers them. 

This ' appointment of the Lord's Supper, 
which was formerly a coniant, and fiated part 
of publick worſhip, hath in ſucceſſive ages been 
* at an _ 4 ſtance from other parts 

thereof. 
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. And this hath excited a ſtrange ſu- 
per/titious dread in the minds of Chrifians: and 
Find them to conclude, that the hazard of 
approaching this ordinance unworthily, muſt 
be .incomparably greater, than in other parts. 
of worſhip. But it may be of uſe. to thoſe, 
who. perſiſt in the neglect of this plain duty, to 
confider what obligations they ſhould lay them- 
ſelves under by it, which they are not at pre- 
fent under, conſidered as Diſciples of CHRIST. 
Or what gilt they will contract, which they 
would not alſo be chargeable with, if they en 
gaged in the other parts of publick worſhip in a 
formal, unconcerned manner; or merely to ſub- | 
ſerve ſome worldly purpoſes. | 
The ordinary miners of the GOSPEL, as 
well as the Prophet of old, have received it in 
charge to declare the will of Gop to his people; 
whether they will bear, or whether they will for- 
bear, i. e. whether they will attend, and act a- 
greeable to it, or not, But though men hear 
the wok p preached, yet if their lives are un- 
ſuitable to what they are taught, from the 51- 
VINE ORACLES ; bey are not doers of the word, 
but . bearers only ; ; deceiving their own ſouls, 
{| Prayer is alſo a principal part of publick wor- 
| ip, but if mens hearts are not engaged in the 
ſervice, if there is only a form of godlineſs, de- 
ſtitute of its power; ſuch prayers, inſtead of 
becoming an acceptable ſacriſice, are repreſent- 
ed as an abomination to the LoRx D. The threat- 
ning againſt Judab, may therefore be applied 
8 n | 0 
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to them: When ye ſpread forth your hands, I 
vi hide mine eyes from you; yea when ye m 
many prayers, I will not bear. 1a. i. 15. f 
If the ſeveral conſiderations which have been 

mentioned, are duly attended to, I would hope 
that the profeſſed Diſciples of CHRIST, who 
own the authority of his commands, will no 
longer allow themſelves to neglect ſo manifeſt 
a duty; a duty which is of ſpecial advantage to 
promote a grateful remembrance of the RE- 
DEEMER, to invigorate our holy affections, to 
aſſiſt our progreſs in real goodneſs ; and unite 
the hearts of Cbriſtians | in kindneſs, and cha- 
rity. 
Though ſuch as would paſs for Cbriſtii aus, 
will not deny that Gop is to be worſhipped, in 

a publick manner; yet many ſuch think them- 
ſelves ſo little concerned in it, that the ſolemn 
| aſſemblies are ordinarily neglected by ſome of 
them; and the day appointed for a holy rest, 
ſhamefully profaned by others. The — 
Amos complains, that in his days the publick 
worſhip of Gop, at their ſtated times, was 
very irkſome to ſome: When (lay they) a the 
new moon be gone, that we may ſell corn? and 
the ſabbath, that ave may ſet forth wheat ; make 
ing the Ephah ſmall, = the Shekel great, and 
Falſifying the balances by deceit? Ch. viii. 5. 
And it is to be feared, that many in our days 
are of opinion, that the religious obſervation 2 
the Lok p's-DAx doth not only incroach 


their * but is a great and needleſs x" 
| ſtruction 
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ſtruction to their ſecular affairs and concerns, 
But they may be aſſured, that a diligent atten- 
dance on the publick worſhip, and ſincere ad- 
dreſſes to Gop for a bleſſing on their lawful en- 
deavours, are ſo far from being a H1ndrance; 
that they are the moſt probable means of pro- 


moting their ſucceſs. After all mens care, and 


labour to procure the bleſſings of providence, 
the event will depend upon Gop. And ſure 
there are greater grounds of hope that it will 
be proſperous when they conſult with in, than 
when they leave bim out of their counſels.  : 

1 ſhall only add, to what hath been already 
ſaid of publick or ſocial worſhip, that before 


. you attend the ſolemn ſervice, you ſhould en- 


deavour, as much as may be, to diſengage your 
minds from thoſe ordinary concerns, which 


tend to diſtract your thoughts, and interrupt 


the due exerciſe of your ſpiritual powers. 
While you are engaging in this duty, there 


ſhould be ſuch a degree of attention, reverence, 
and ſel f application; as is ſuited to the ſolemni- 


ty. And when you withdraw from the nous 
of Gop, take care that your demeanor may be 


ſuch, as not to render unfruitſul the ſeed ſown, 


ng deface any good impreſſions made there- 

4 If we would: walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith we are called, WE MUST CONSIDER 
OURSELVES AS A PART OF THE UNIVERSAL 


COMMUNITY OF MANKIND, AND MoRE PAR- 


TICULARLY' AS * WITH o- 
15 THER 


(9 3 


THER CHRISTIANS, OF THAT BODY, of 
WHICH CHRIST Is THE HEAD. 

This perſwaſion, if faithfully purſued, will 
manifeſtly point out our duty, both to others, 
and to ourſefves, As we are parts of that ex- 
tenſtve community, it is appatent that our 45. 
meattor muſt have a proportiohate effect upon 
the whole. Nothing can be a general law of 
nature to mankind, which only tends to pro- 
mote the fatisfaFion of ſome particular per- 
fons, to the prejudice of others; who partake 
of the ſame common nature. We are as truly 
obliged not to injure the community, by our per- 
ſonal conduct ; as we are, not to violate any 
private man's right. The reafon why perſons 
are not at all times ſufficiently ſenſible of this, 
is, becauſe in evils which affect the publick, 
they do not ſo ſoon perceive where the miſchief 
falls; as they do in the caſe of private WFong's. 
A principal end propoſed by human ſociety, is 
to ſecure each man's property; and without 
fach a combination, we could have no ſafe 
commerce together, nor fecurity of a Zitle to 
what we po/ſeſs. And whoever diſſolves that 
bond of union, which fies mankind together; 
contributes his ſhare towards the introduction 
of univerſal d:/order, and confuſßon. 

The ſum of our duty to each other, is com- 
prized under the term /ove, and the general 
effects of this love are jaſlice, and benevolence 
the former of which reſtrains us from doing 
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ter inclines us to promote their welfare and 
happineſs, agrecable to our own capacities, and 
opportunities. The neceflity of reciprocal 
love, ariſeth from the zndzgence of our natures, 
We are by no means ſufficient for our own 
happineſs, nor can we, in our preſent ſituation, 
expect to enjoy the comforts of life, ne. 
Pe upon another. 

We are not only obliged to this duty of love 
to mankind in general, as we participate of the 
ſame common nature ; but we ſtand in a more 
peculiar relation to Chriſtians, and that relation 
lays us under additional obligations. This 1s 
plain from our SaviouR's words. John xiii. 24, 
25. A new commandment 1 give unto you, that 
ye love one another. By this ſhall all men know 
that ye are my diſciples, i, ye have love one to 


another. 
The FATHER bath given CurtsT, to be head 


over all things to the church, which is bis body. 
As there is a union between him, and his real 


members; ſo there is between thoſe members 
themſelves. We being many (ſaith St. Paul) 
are one body in CHRIST ; and every one members, 
one of another. Rom. xii. 5, Now the duty a- 
riſing from this ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing rela- 
tion, is a more intenſe degree of love; for 


though we are obliged, as we have opportunity, 


to do good unto all men; ſo eſpecially unto thoſe 
who belong to the bouſhold of faith, or church of 
CHRIST. Gal. vi. 10. As in the natural body, 


when one member ſuffers, all the members ſujfer 
with 


L $4 

with it; or if one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it; ſo it ſhould be in the 
myſtical body. 1 Cor. xii. 26, 27. 

. Having explained how this conſideration, 

that wwe are parts of the general community of 
mankind, will direct us in our duty to others; 
I proceed in like manner, to ſhew how the ſame 
conſideration directs us in the duty we owe to 
ourſelves. The general duty owing to our- 
ſelves, is ſobrrety, or ſelf-government, and it 
conſiſts in moderating, or ſetting bounds to our 
appetites, affections, and paſſions; ſubjecting 
the ſame to the dictates of reaſon. 

This ſelf- government, when it takes place, 
hath a mighty happy influence to prevent, or 
cure both our own, and others ſinful propenſities, 
and purſuits. Whereas criminal indulgences, 
will have the oppoſite effects, both on ourſelves, 
and all others, with whom we have any con- 
nection. If our behaviour is under the influ- 
ence of ſobriety, and ſelf-government, ambi- 
tious deſires and attempts will be checked and 
reſtrained, by modeſiy, and humility. The love, 
and eager proſecution of riches, will be cured 
by contentment with the lot aſſigned us. And 
in like manner, carnal pleaſures will be over- 
come by temperance, and chaſtity. As to the 
evils, and ſufferings of the preſent life, if we 
have that rule over ourſelves, which ſobriety 
ſuppoſeth, and includes in the very notion 
thereof; it will moderate thoſe evils, in a great 
meaſure, by infuſing into our minds a ſuitable 

6 degree 
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degree of fortitude, patience and conflangy. In 
theſe and ſuch like inſtances, we muſt mode- 
rate and over- rule both our inc/inations and a- 
verſions, ſo as to diſcover that we are not actu- 
ated like brute creatures, by unreſtrained ſenſe, 
and appetite; but influenced like men, whoſe 
reaſon preſcribes laws to the inferior powers of 
our nature. 

That we are obliged to the rtf. of this 
ſelf-government, not merely on our own ac- 


count, but alſo on the account of otbers, will 


be evident, if we conſider what influence our 
irregular conduct may probably have upon 
thoſe who are wifneſſes of it; and not only on 
#bem, but alſo on others, from whom it is moſt 
carefully concealed. 1 know it bath often been 
ſaid of perſons, whoſe crimes were no way in- 
tended to hurt and injure others; that they 
were enemies to none, but themſelves. But 
this is is a very erroneous reflection, and ap- 
pears to be ſuch more eſpecially as to thoſe, 
who are placed within reach of their examples. 

Some will be encouraged to imitate their vi- 
ges, and where that is the caſe, none can foreſee 
how far the infection may ſpread. Thoſe wha 


are no way inclined to ſuch imitation, but on 
the contrary, have conceived an abborrence to 


ſuch practices; will neceſſarily take offence, 
And the enemies of our religion, who watch 


er cur halting, will not fail to take an aduan- 


tage of their miſcarriages, who profeſs them» 


flv diſciples of Jeavs, | 
Or 


E 

Or though we ſuppoſe that men ſin with all 
poſſible /ecreſy, yet by injuring themſelves as 
to their Sodziy, or mental powers, or as to their 
worldly ſubſtance ; they do at the ſame time 
hurt all thoſe who are dependent upon them, or 
have a juſt claim to the advantages ariſing from 
thaſe powers, if F had been ſuitably em- 
ployed. 

The evils that are owing to the vices of p par- 
ticular perſons, are both great, and extenſive. 
The worldly and avaricious are too generally 
chargeable with injuſtice, extortion, and op- 
preſſion. Soll, extravagance, and voluptucuſ- 
neſs, are too ſucceſsful methods of depriving juſt 
creditors of what is their due, and their own 
families of a ſubſiſtence. Pride, (which is the 

rent of oftentation, vain-glory, ambition, 
emulation, &c.) as it lays claim to a degree of 
reſpect and homage, which men have no title 
to; fo it with-holds the regard owing to the 
modeſt, and deſerving, Such offences as theſe 
are violations of the laws of ſobriety, or ſelf- 
gavernment; and that they have, in various re- 

ſpects, a bad influence upon others happineſs, 
as well as upon 7be:rs who are guilty of them; 
may ſufficiently appear, from what hath been 
already obſerved. _ 

Before I diſmiſs this head, it is proper to take 
natice, that though the precepts compriſing our 
duty both to Gon, and man, are perfect, con- 
Kdored in themſelves, (as all the divine laws 
muſt "= yet thoſe defects 1 in our obedience, 

which 


1 


which are conſiſtent with Ancerity, are, by the 
racious conſtitution of the goſpel, conſiſtent 
with the /avour of Gop. | 
y our detection, we are become altogether 
_ incapable: of unerring obedience; and this is 
not required of us, as a neceſſary condition of 
our future acceptance. Many offences, pro- 
ceeding from 1gnorance, inconſideration, pre- 
judice, or ſudden ſurprize, ſhall not be impu- 
ted to us for condemnation ; if they are not the 
product of ſome reigning luſt. And yet ſuch 
involuntary and diſallowed flips ſhould be re- 
pented of, and carefully guarded againſt, for 
the future. And in order hereto, it is an un- 
doubted advantage to have the unerring rule of 
the GOSPEL lie before us, and the example of 
the Sox of Gop to copy after; becauſe by a 
claſe attention to ſuch a rule, and ſuch an ex- 
ample, our progreſs towards perfection will be 
very much aſſiſted; and though we fall far 
ſhort of our aim, our upright endeavours will 
be accepted. We muſt guard againſt all fn, as 
much as poſſible, yet when we fall into any 
through the infirmities of the fleſh, or the force 
of ſudden temptation ; the GoSPEL-COVENANT 
admits of repentance after ſuch backſlidings, and 
directs us to look to him for pardon, 280 7s he 
propitiation for our fins, and our advocate with 
zhe Father, even JEsUs CHRIST, the righteous, ' 
The "Tk of what hath been offered to your 
conſideration, is this: That a belief of the ho - 


LY SCRIPTURES, conſidered as the WORD OP. 
Gop, . 


( 1 


Gop, and a rule to mankind ; is neceſſary to all 
thoſe, to whom they are fairly propoſed. This 
faith preſuppoſeth knowledge as the foundation 
of it, becauſe he who profeſſeth to believe thoſe 
SACRED  ORACLES, without a competent ac- 
quaintance with them, profeſſeth to believe he 
knows not what. Nor is mere faith, though 
founded upon evidence ſufficient to ſecure the 
favour of Gop; unleſs we live anſwerable to it, 
or as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, walk worthy of the 
vocation, wherewith we are called. And thou gh 
men profeſs to believe, upon ſufficient evidence, 
yet their profeſſed faith is not credible, if they 
live in open contradiction to it; becauſe their 
vicious lives are a more convincing proof of 
their infidelity, than their profeſſion is of their 
faith. 

I ſhall now cloſe my deſign, with the few 
following remarks ; which may be conſidered 
as further helps, to advance us in faith, and ho- 
Ws | 

We ſhould be very careful, not to Jubſlitute 
theſe things, which are only matters of opinion, 
in the place of matters of faith ; nor lay a greater 
fireſs on our own, or others ſentiments, than the 
importance of them aeſerves. 

It 1s no ground of controverly among Pro- 
teſtants, whether the SACRED SCRIPTURES 
are a ſufficient rule of faith, and practice. 
This is readily granted, and therefore we find 
that moſt of thoſe angry and uncharitable de- 
bates, which have ſo much ruffled the minds, 
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and interrupted the peace of mankind ; have 
ariſen from their different explications of this 
RULE : and how far ſuch explications are to be 
received, as the mind and will of Gov. The 


apprehenfions of different perſons, as to the 


meaning of ſome difficult parts of scx1yTURE, 
have been fo various, as to render them ftill 
more perplexed. Pride of underſtanding, and 
an affectation of novelty, have led many learned 
men into very extravagant notions, by means 


of which they have ſtrangely | bewildered them- 


ſelves, and others. 
There is frequently a great proneneſs in thoſe 


who imagine they excel in knowledge, to con- 


elude, that what appears of importance to them- 
ſelves, ſhould have the like appearance to others; 

and this is the ground of that peremptory wh 
magiſterial manner, in which they dictate to the 
reſt of the world. As this conduct hath many 


miſchievous effects, in various other refpects, 


ſo it is of pernicious conſequence in diverting 


| the attention of mankind, from matters of the 


igheſt im portance. 

A ſmall acquaintance with books will con- 
vince us, that there hath been a great diverſity 
of opinions in ſeveral ages, and places, as to 
the ſenſe of sCRIPTURE, in points not fully 


revealed ; and without doubt this will always 


be the fans while we continue in this ſtate of 


nonage and impet fection. Thus it hath been, 


and ftill is the caſe, even with thoſe who have 
been, or are endowed with the greateſt Capas 


Cities, 


„ 


cities, and faireſt opportunities of ſearching in- 


to the declared will of God; and who have 
[manifeſted the moſt fincere, And earneſt 'defire 


of under Banding, in order to conform their RVE 


to it. And what muſt we conclude from hence? 
Surely no leſs than this, that the things in which 
perſons of this character differ, muſt be confi 
rent with the divine favour; though their diffe- 
rent ſentiments may be inconfilent with one an- 
other. 
From bonus we may infer, what regard ſhould 
be payed to mens different ſentiments as to con- 
troverted points of religion. And certainly 
they are not to be received, and urged upon 


mankind, as the undoubted worD of Gp; 


becauſe this would be to ſet up for aut horitative 
interpreters of his will : but only as the conjec- 
tures and opinions of falliblèe men. Such opi- 
nions therefore are to be eb acted, or rejected 
by us, as we, after a careful examination, ap- 
prehend they agree with, or Confraaret the di- 
vine rule or ſtandard, 
2. I would farther obſerve, that a 7aked pro- 
Jeſſion of religion, and external compliance with 
its injunctions, are not ſufficient to recommend us 
to the divine favour. 
The Jews were very punctual with refpect 
to the external garb of religion, they promiſed 


themſelves much, on account of their natural 


deſcent from Abrubum, and their covenant of 


peculiarity ; but the holy Baptiſt aſſures them, 


that though they had been diſtinguiſhed as the 
choſen people of Gop, yet if they were not imi- 
L tators 
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tators of Abrabam's faith, and piety ; Vengeance 
hung over their heads. And the unrivaled pri- 


vileges which we, conſidered as the diſciples of 
Cur1sT, enjoy, do not only increaſe our ohli- 
gations, but will inhance our condemnation, it 
inſtead of promoting holineſs of heart, and life; 


they only effect a form of godlineſs. 
External religion (if any thing external can 


deſerve that name) may probably promote our 


temporal advantage, and ſecure the good opini- 
on of thoſe who can only judge by outward ap- 
pearances; but if the heart is not engaged, the 
ſearcher of hearts muſt ſee through the feigned 
diſguiſe. All our privileges and prerogatives as 
Chriſtians, our gifts, endowments, and outward 
acts of religions worſhip ſtand for nothing, as 
to our own ſafety ; unleſs we have a principle 
of holineſs implanted in us, which governs our 
lives : nor will any thing ſhort of this, render 
us meet for the heavenly inheritance. Though, 
in our preſent ſituation, we are but little ac- 


quainted with the cz7y of Gop, the new Teru- 


falem ; yet this we know, that no unclean thin 
can find admittance there. If we would be 
numbered among the ſons of Gop, made per- 
fect, and partake of their celeſtial delights ; we 


muſt, by a renewed diſpoſition of mind, be na- 


turalized to the heavenly ſtate ; and conform at 


preſent to thoſe laws of univerſal righteouſneſs 


which govern the glorious inhabitants above. 
I would remind you of the obligation we are 


under, io attend principally to the plain doctrines, 


end duties of religion. 1; This 


5 1 ] 

The reaſon of the advice is manifeſt, becauſe 
theſe are matters of the greateſt weight and im- 
portance. It muſt be acknowledged, that ma- 
ny things recorded in the SACRED WRITINGS, 
are attended with conſiderable difficulties ; and 
no doubt the diſcovery of ſome of them will 
be reſerved for the future world. Nor can we 
with reaſon expect that the caſe ſhould be other- 
_ wiſe, if we conſider ſthe impertect knowledge 
mankind have of the languages in which thoſe 
WRITINGS were at firſt penned.” That we 
have many prophecies upon record, which will 

not be fully underſtood, till the appointed ſea- 
ſon when they ſhall be accompliſhed: As alſo 
that many Hiſtorical relations, cuſtoms, and cere- 
monies are referred to; which we at this diſtance 
of time are in a great meaſure ignorant of. No 
doubt it was the deſign of Providence, that 
many things recorded ſhould have a vez/ caſt 
over them at preſent, which will not be laid 
open, before the conſummation of all things. 
But we are not to ſuppoſe that the knowledge, 

and particular belief of thoſe things, which we 
have not the proper helps to diſcover ; will be 
required as neceſſary to our final acceptance. 
| hough ſome parts of SCRIPTURE lie in- 
volved in darkneſs, yet thoſe things which we 
are obliged to believe, hope for, and practiſe in 
order to ſalvation ; are ſo plainly revealed in 
the SACRED WRIT Ix s, that they may be ſuf- 
ficiently underſtood by all who make a faithful 
uſe of their own Powers, and of that e 
which is within their reach. No- 
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Nothing can be „beer proof that any thing 
3s- true, than that Gop: hath ſpoken. it. And 
therefore we have ſufficient ground to believe, 
that the moſt obſcure doctrines of scRIPTUuRRE 
contain ſome general trutis; though we do not 
underſtand the particular, and definitive mean- 
ing of them. But while we are incapable of 
diſcovering that particular, and definitive mean- 
ing, we are no more obliged to believe it, than 
we are under an obligation of obeying a I 


which hath never been promulgated, or expreſ— 


ſed in ſuch obſcure terms, as not to be unden- 
Aamir i 

Can it be imagined, by any who profeſs 
CHRISTIANITY, that our BLESSED SAVIQUR, 
who came to inſtruct mankind in the whale will 
of his. FATHER, (ſo far as the knowledge of. 
it was neceſſary, in order to their ſalvation;) 
and commiſſioned his Apoſtles to do the ſame; 
can it I ſay be imagined; by any who call 
themſelves diſcipies ot CHRIST, that he hath 
involved his doctrines, or precepts in ſuch thick 
darkneſs; that ſincere enquirers are not able to 
diſcover the ſenſe thereof. So far from this, 
that the zgnorance: which will leave men in a 
ſtate of candemnation, is not unavoidable, but 


clgſen or wilful, This is the determination of 


the Apgſtle Paul, where he aſſures us, that if 
the GOSPEL is lid, it is hid to them that are la; 


in aulom the God of tbis world hath blinded. the 


minds of them who believe not, ;. left: the light of 
{he glorious 'GOSPEL of CHRIST, 10ho 75 the image 


85 ] 
of Gon, ſbould ſbine unto them. 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 


Thoſe things which we are not able to diſ- 
cover by the exerciſe of our own reaſon, and 


the inſtruction of others, nor by the light of 


REVELATION, we are not in reality concerned 


to know: becauſe the knowledge of them is 


not ſuited to the preſent condition of our na- 


tures. Secret things belong to the Lox p our 
Gon, but the things that. are revealed, unto us, 


and to our children for ever; that we may do all 


tbe words f his law. 
Thoſe truths, and duties, whether off natural. 


or revealed religion, which are of the greateſt 


moment to be known, and practiſed; are pla- 
ced before us in a clear light; fo that mens un- 
belief, and want of conformity to their preſcrib- 
ed rule, are owing much more to the per verſe- 


neſs of their æills, than the defects of their un- 


derſtandings. That chere is a Gop , a Being ab- 
ſolutely — that he made, preſerves, and 
governs the world; that we are accountable 
creatures, that there will be a future ſtate of re- 
tribution, where all ſhall be rewarded, or pun- 
iſhed agreeable to their behaviour, in this ſtate. 


of wah: theſe are important truths, diſcover- 


able by the light of nature; nor have they any 
thing obſcure and abſtruſe in them. For if 
we are fully convinced of them, the practical 
conduct conſequent upon that perſwaſion, will 

be moſt apparent. 
If we alto conſider thoſe peculiar dactrines of 
CHRISTIANITY; the belict of which is required. 
as 
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as neceſſary to ſalvation, they are revealed with 
ſufficient clearneſs; otherwiſe they could be no 
rule of faith, becauſe an unintelligible rule isin 
effect no rule at all. But religious practice be- 
ing the very deſign and end of faith, theſe doc- 
trines of REVELATION muſt be intended, as 
they are well adapted to promote univerſal pu- 
rity of heart, and life. This will ſufficiently 
appear, by mentioning ſome of them, together 

with the 2½ and application which the ſacred 
writers make of them. The GosPEL acquaints 
us with the unparalleled love of God to the fal- 
len race of mankind, in their redemption by 
Ixs us CuR1sT. If we would know for what 
end, and with what deſign the Sox of Gop un- 
dertook this office ; it was that he might redeem 
5 from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar gh zealous of good works. Tit. ii. 14. 

It appears by the GosPEL REVELATION, 

that true Chriflians have firm hopes of a glori- 
ous reſurrection to life and immortality, found- 
ed upon CHRIsT's reſurrection, and exaltation 
to glory. And what is the improvement that 

we ought to make of this encouraging hope? 
it is this, that / we are riſen with CHRIST, we 
_ ſhould ſeek thoſe things that are above ; where 
CuRIsT fitfeth at the right hand of GoD. Col. 
mk. 
The Lox D ALMIGHTY hath made a promiſe 
to his faithful worſhippers, that he will be a fa- 
ther unto them, and they ſhall be bis ſons, and 


daughters, And the  frotficel improvement 
* which 


1 
which they ought to make of ſo great a privi- 
lege, is that having ſuch promiſes, they ſhould 


cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh, and 
ſpirit, perfedting holineſs in the fear of Gop. 


2 Cor. vi. 18.—vii. 1. 

We profeſs to believe, upon the teſtimony of 
REVELATION, that CaRIsT, by the appoint- 
ment of the FATHER, will be the judge of all 
mank ind, and that the ſolemn day of reckoning 
will come unexpectedly, as a thief in the night. 
And if this awful event ſhall certainly take place, 
what manner of perſons ſhould we be, in all holy 
converſation and gedlineſs ; hoping for, and baſl- 
ing unto the coming of the day of Gon. 2 R 
Il, 12, 

The plain inference from what hath been 
mentioned under this head, is, that no know= 
ledge, or faith, which are deſtitute of ſincere 
obedience, will be accepted as a ſacrifice pleaſ- 
ing to Gop. J ye know theſe things, (ſaith 
CuR1sT) happy are you if you do them. 2 ſplen- 
did profeſſion, a warm and forward zeal, church 
privileges, extraordinary gifts, and miraculous 


powers will avaz/ nothing; ; where a ſincere love 
to Gop and man is wanting. 


On the other hand, if we receive the impor- 
tant truths of religion, ſo as to be prevailed up- 
on to conform our lives in earneſt to the rule 
ſet before us; ſuch a conduct as this will be 
worthy of our reaſonable natures, it will afford 
us ſatisfaction at preſent, and be a ſpring of ne- 
ver-fading joy at laſt. I ſhall conclude this 

* with the words of the Prophet Micab, 


which 
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which contain in a narrow compaſs the ſain of 
ical religion: He bath ſhewed thee, O man, 
what is good, and what doth the Lord require | 
thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to wa, 
humbly with thy Gop. Micah vi. 8. 
4. I ſhall obſerve once more, that if we would 
Jive anſwerable to our profeſſion, as Chriſtians, we 
 ſhouldexerciſe a univerſal benevolence to all the Pt 
n Face. | 

This is to imitate the moſt PERFECT BEING, 

who 25 good to all, and whoſe tender mercies are 
over all bis works. He maketh his ſun to rife on 
the evil, and on a; be ſenderb rain on the 
guſt, and on the 1 Nay be hath fo loved the 
world, as to have given his only beloved Son, that 
whoever believerb in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
bave everlaſiing life. John iii. 16. 
This BENEVOLENT BEING is to be conſidered 

as-our example. We are all alike children of 
the UNIVERSAL PARENT, and bound to honour 
all men, this being an inſtance of reſpect due to 
the human nature. It was the Apoftle's prayer 
for the Theſſalonians, that the Lok would make 
them to ancreaſe and abound in love one to another, 
and towards all men. 1 Theſſ. iii. 12. And he 
exhorts the Colofians, above all things to put on 
' charity, which is the bond of fegen, Col. 
iii. 14. | 
But in this place it may be proper to obſerve, 
that as the expreſſions of Gop's kindneſs are 
greater to thoſe who ſtand in the ſpecial relati- 

on of adopted children, than to ſuch who can 
only claim a common relation, ſo we ſhould 
x manifeſt 
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manifeſt a prevailing regard to thoſe who are 
true members of Cu RIsT's body. 

That extenſive benevolence to mankind, which 
the :GosPEL ſo much recommends, is ſometimes 
called perfection, to ſhew of what high eftcem it 
is, both in the fight of Gop, and creatures like 
ourſelves. This renders us more like to the 
fountain of all goodneſs, and gives us more en- 
couraging hopes of his acceptance; ſince it beats 
ſome reſemblance to that beneficence and kind- 
neſs, which he extends to the works of his 
hands. And indeed, this benevolent diſpoſition, 
or the diſpoſition contrary to it, fix ſuch a di- 
ſtinguiſhing and indelible mark upon mankind, 

as plainly informs us what we may en 

_ -: 

The propher s deſcription of uncharitable per- 
ſons, is, that hey hide themſelves From their cum 
22 16. lviii. 7. And the obſervation is very juſt, 
ſince Gop hath made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell on the face of the earth ſo that we are 
all partakers of the ſame common nature. On 
this account we are ſubject to the like common 
infirmities, calamities, and wants; and ſhould 

ſhew that kindneſs to others, which we in our 

turn may ſtand in need of. 

| If we conſider ourſelves not only as nen, but 
as Cbriſtians, the example of our SAv1ouR will 
plainly ſuggeſt our duty. He appeared on the 
kindeſt errand to the children of men, even Zo 
ſeek and to ſave, thoſe that were lot. The buſi- 
neſs of his life was to go about doing good to 

the bodies, and ſouls of men; and at laſt he ſhed 
| M his 


1 

his blood for us, as a full confirmation of his 
love to the human race. This example, I ſay, 
ſhould have a mighty influence both on our 
tempers, and conduct. And indeed good men, 

under different diſpenſations, have been remark- 
-able for this diſintereſted and benevolent diſpo- 

:fition, which J am recommending to you. Job's 
' ſolemn proteſtation is very remarkable: chap. 

2XXX1, 16. and following verſes : II bave wwith- 
keld the poor from their defire, or have cauſed the 
eyes of the widow to fail; or have eaten my mor- 
elf myſelf alone, and the fatherleſs hath not eaten 
thereof ; — If I have ſeen any periſh for want 
clothing, or any poor without covering; if his 

eins have not bleſſed me, and if be were not warm- 
ed with the fleece of my ſheep ; — then let my arm 

Fall from my ſhoulder-blade, and mine arm broken 
from the bone. The Apoſtle Paul whole labours, 
and ſufferings we have ſo particular an account 
of; became all things to all men, that he might 
'by all means Jave ſome. To him, in a more pe- 
culiar manner, the care of the Gentzle churches 
was committed, and ſuch was his ſolicitude for 
the members of CHRIST's body, that heir 
ſufferings were accounted as his own : V ho is 

weak, and Tam not weak ? who is offended, and 

1 burn not? 2 Cor. xi. 29. 

Leet it be further conſidered, that as Chriſtians 
we have one bope of our calling, one Lok p, one 
faith, one baptiſm, one GOD and FATHER of all; 
<vho 75 above all, through all, and in us all, Eph. iv. 
4, 5, 6. We are ſojourners alike in the ſame 
country, travelling in the ſame road, and bound 


+ alike 
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alike to the city of the living Gop, the new Je- 
ruſalem. And theſe conſiderations have a natural 
tendency to excite in the minds of Chriſtians 
the greateſt endearments of mutual affection. 
This benevolent diſpoſition is not only de- 
ſirable on account of others, to whom we ſtand 
related, as brethren ; but alſo on our own ace 
count. The merciful man (ſaith Solomon) doth 
good 10 bis own ſoul. Prov. xi. 17. In thoſe 
very inſtances, in which he contemplates the 
happineſs of others, he increaſeth his own. Sym- 
pathy with mankind i in the good, or evil that be- 
falls them, is ſo interwoven in the very frame 
of our natures ; that perſons mutt diveſt them- 
ſelves of humanity, in the ſame proportion as 
they ſubdue this principle. To feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, and deliver the oppreſſed; to 
reſtore a diſeaſed body, or eaſe an aching heart; 
will be a continual cordial to a well diipoſed 
mind. It is with me paſt doubt, that many perſons 
derive as great, and durable ſatisfaction from the- 
conſideration of having conferredtavors, as others 
have enjoyed in partaking of them. 
The various ways of diſcovering this benevo- 
lent, and charitable diſpoſition, are too nume- 
rous to mention; and indeed as arferent, as the 
neceſſities of thoſe who want relief. However, 
I ſhall mention one branch of it, upon the due 
diſcharge of which, the peace and happineſs of 
mankind do very much depend. I mean, that 
we ſhould not be poſitive and peremptory in mat- 
ters of acknowledged djficulty, nor lay any con- 
ſiderable refs upon thoſe which are of an in- 
M 2 Adi fereni 
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different nature; but allow others the fame I- 
berty, which we claim for ourſelves. 

The principal reaſon, with fome perſons, for 
publiſhing their ſentiments, ſeems to be the 70- 
velty or ſingularity of them; imagining that they 
will reach the notice of ſome; who. like the 
men of Athens, ſpend their time in nothing e Je, 
but telling, or bearing ſome new thing. Acts xvii. 
21. But as ſuch amuſements, and ſallies of ima- 
gination have little fitneſs to promote uſeful know- 
ledge ; ſo they tend to divert, and even alienate 
the mind from that which is truly ſuch. 

Did we attend more carefully to the preſent 
imperfection of our natures, did we but conſider 
that we have only the firſt rudiments of know- 
ledge, that we think, ſpeak, and underſtand but 
as children; it would give us a leſs aſſuming opi- 
nion of our own judgments, and render us leſs 
cenſorious with reſpe& to thoſe of others. We 
acknowledge ourſelves to be ſhort-fighted crea- 
tures, liable to be impoſed upon by ſpecious ap- 
pearances, and we ſometimes give -a 
proofs that we are ſo; by renouncing thole te- 
nets which we formerly eſpouſed, and perhaps 
defenged with uncommon warmth. This then 
ſhould be an admonition to. us, in all our deter- 
minations as to matters of confeſſed arficulty; 
always to place our own fallibizty in full view. 

When men of the moſt extenſive knowledge, 
and greateſt goodneſs, are advanced to the upper 
Korld; I confider them only as raifed to a higb- 
er claſs, where they will meet with many bene-. 
| \ Rn — both quali fed, and w/hng to in- 
ſtruct 
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ſtruct them in many important truths, which 
they were wholly ignorant of, in this ſtate of 
darkneſs. And if our preſent ignorance, eſpe- 
cially in matters of obſcurity, is fuch as to leave 


us in uncertainty whether we, or thaſe who dif- 


fer from us are ih the right; all ſuch angry and 
uncharitable debates, as tend to chafe and ruffle 


our own, or others minds; muſt be moſt un- 


reaſonable. 


As we ſhould not be poſizzue in points of al- 


lowed difficulty, ſo we ſhould lay no great ſtreſs 
upon matters of an ind;Ferent nature. Though 


all true Chri/tians propoſe the ſame general end, 


yet it would be unreaſonable to expect that they 
ſhould proſecute it, in the like ;znvariable man- 
ner. Education, and the different caſt of mens 
minds, cuſtom, and the various conſtitutions un- 
der which their lot is caſt ; lead them inſenfibly 
into different forms and modes of worſhip. We 
may therefore as well expect, that the ſame 


ment ſhould equally fit grown perſons, and chil- 
dren ; as that underflandings, of a very diffe- 


rent /ize and complexion, ſhould concur in the 
ſame unalterable meaſures. 

Some are fully perſwaded, that the various 
appendages which have been annexed to religious 
worſhip, by human appointment; are a real or- 
nament to it, and a valuable recommendation of 
it. Others are of opinion, that it appears moſt 
amiable in a plain dreſs. There is no occaſion 


at all to decide between them, this alone ſeems 


neceſſary, that every man ſhould be fatisfied in 
his own mind, and that all ſhould agree to drfer. 
| It 


. 
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It can be no matter of controverſy with conſi- 
derate Chriſtians, whether thoſe who are equally 
' ſacere, ſhall be equally accepted of Gop; tho 
ſome of them worſhip him by a tated form, and 
_ others without. When there is neither ſuper- 
fiitton, nor indecency in the divine ſervice, the 
zung, or avoiding of a particular dreſs, poſture, 
or other indifferent uſage; will neither entitle 
us to, nor exclude us from his favour, who is the 
object of our worſhip. Certainly ſuch circumſtan- 
ces as theſe ſhould depend upon perſons choice, 
and the ſame liberty and preference which we 
claim for our/efves, ſhould be allowed equally to 
_ others, without any cenſure, or the leaſt aliena- 
tion of aftetion. 
In judging of others conduct, the great en- 
quiry ſhould be, whether they do, in the general 
courſe of their behaviour, live anſwerable to the 


rule which Gop hath given as the meaſure of 


their preſent actions; and which he will ob- 
ſerve alſo as the meaſure of his own future 
ſudgment. If we have reaſon to conclude that 
this hath been their conduct, ſuch perſons 
ſhould be treated as the diſtinguiſhed objects 
of our affection; and, as far as we can diſcern, 
in the like proportion in which they excel. 
Some probably may be of opinion, that my 
| charity with reſpect to the beatbens, and per- 
haps in ſome other reſpects; is too extenſive, 
But it doth not appear to me, that I need any 
apology for the favourable hopes I entertain of 
many, who never enjoyed a written REVELA- | 
| | TION, 


L 


TION, The Jeus, indeed, took occaſion, from 
the diſtinguiſhing kindneſs of Gor, on their 
account, to confine their own charzty, and his 
goodneſs to thoſe of their nation, and religion. 
But that any profeſſing Chriſtians, under a much 
ſuperior light, ſhould conſider them as exam- 
les fit for imitation herein, is very ſurprizing: 
eſpecially if they reflect with what ſeverity that 
uncharitable, and diſſolute generation are cen- 
ſured, in the SACRED WRITINGS, on that ve- 
ry account. As to the various interpretations 
which have been given of ſome obſcure doctri- 
nal points, by thoſe who own the s$CRIPTURES 
as a perfect rule of their belief, and practice; 1 
have long been inclined to entertain a more fa- 
vourable opinion of ſuch mens integrity, (tho 
their judgments are very different from my own) 
than others ſeem willing to allow. And if the 
ſufficiency of sc TRE, and the liberty of pri- 
vate judgment (which are the very baſis of the 
reformation) are principles fit to govern our- 
ſelves by; the extent of my charity cannot be 
cenſured, by any conſſtent Proteſtant. 

. I ſhall only add, that univerſal geod- ai to 
mankind, and in conſequence of that, a candbur 
in judging of others ſentiments, in perplexed 
points of doctrine ; appear to me with fo friend- 
ly an aſpect upon the good of my fellow- crea- 
tures, as well as the eaſe and ſatisfaction of my 
own mind; that during my pilgrimage here, I 
hope to live, and wiſh to die under the govern- 
ing influence thereof. 


| „ 
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To conclude, I ſhall leave with you the ſame 
Eee advice, which the Apoſtle Paul 
directed to the diſciples at Philippi, chap. iv. 8. 
| Finally brethren, whatſoever things are true, 
aobatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things 
are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
things are lovely, whatſoever things are of goodre- 
Porr; of there be any virtue, and if e 2 any 
a. ank On theſe langs. een 


THE END.” 
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